FINANCE MINISTERS AGREE ON PLAN, PG 6 






The world's largest global newspaper 




liil 


U!l 




EDMONTON • THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2008 


The new head coach of the Edmonton Eskimos, former CFLer Richie Hall, right, speaks at a news conference held yesterday afternoon 
at Commonwealth Stadium with former head coach Danny Maciocia. 

Longtime ’Rider 
to lead Eskimos 

New coach Richie Hall hails Esks for ‘winning tradition' 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(§metronews.ca 


A longtime defensive co¬ 
ordinator for the 
Saskatchewan Roughrid- 
ers is now the head coach 
for the Green and Gold — 
a team that he always hat¬ 
ed to play against, he 
said. 

“I hated Edmonton be¬ 
cause they always beat us,” 
said the Eskimos’ new head 
coach, Richie Hall, during a 
news conference yesterday. 

“I like the Boston Bruins, 
and (the Edmonton Eski¬ 


mos) are a team like this — 
everybody hates them be¬ 
cause they have such a win¬ 
ning tradition.” 

Danny Maciocia, the 
team’s director of football 
operations, says Hall beat 
out a short list of candi¬ 
dates about a month after 
Maciocia decided to step 
down as head coach to con¬ 
centrate on management. 

“If you could look up the 
word ‘class,’ you would find 
his picture,” said Maciocia 
about his new coach, who 
is known to be a nice guy 
across the Canadian Foot¬ 
ball League. 


“I hated Edmonton 
because they 
always beat us.” 

Richie Hall, 

Esks' new head coach 

“He will look at you and 
get his point across.” 

Hall was with the 
Roughriders for the last 
eight seasons, but has 
spent a total of 15 years 
with the ’Riders, a team 
that won the Grey Cup in 
2007 for the first time since 
1989. 


As defensive co-ordina¬ 
tor, the ’Riders allowed the 
fewest yards per game in 
the league at 354 last sea¬ 
son and the fewest touch¬ 
down passes allowed at 28. 

The 49-year-old also 
played for nine seasons 
with Calgary and Sask¬ 
atchewan, two Edmonton 
rivals, as a defensive back. 

“Consistently, they’ve 
been the best organization 
from top to bottom in the 
CFL,” said Hall about his 
new team. 

“To me, now to be a 
part of it, that’s pretty 
special.” 


Another 
freeze on 
its way: 
Experts 

weather The capital region 
is barreling toward anoth¬ 
er weekend deep-freeze, 
and maybe this time, peo¬ 
ple will be ready. 

Environment Canada 
predicts temperatures will 
hover near -25 C today 
through Sunday, with a 
likelihood of continual 
light snowfall. 

“People are reacting like 
it’s never happened 
before,” said Environment 
Canada meteorologist Dan 
Kulak. “The whole month 
of November, we were liv¬ 
ing on borrowed time. You 
can ask what’s causing it, 
but the simple answer is: 
It’s winter on the Prairies.” 

In last weekend’s freez¬ 
ing temperatures, tow- 
truclc drivers were serving 
long lists of unprepared 
drivers dealing with inop¬ 
erable, frozen vehicles. 

Alberta Motor 
Association drivers were 
backed up for up to eight 
hours in some parts of the 
city, a trend officials say 
likely won’t continue this 
weekend. 

“This is a matter of peo¬ 
ple needing to ease them¬ 
selves into winter driv¬ 
ing,” said AMA spokesman 
Kent Dixon, adding it’s im¬ 
portant to tiy to drive be¬ 
low the speed limit, and 
practise courtesy. 

“Everybody has 
somewhere to be, so it do¬ 
esn’t hurt to let someone 

in.” VICTORIA HANDYSIDES/ 
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Naked woman 
uninjured in 
3-storey fall 

fall A man out for a smoke 
got the shock of a lifetime 
when a naked woman fell 
from the sky yesterday 
morning. 

The 19-year-old woman 
fell from a third-floor 
balcony of an apartment lo¬ 
cated at 177 Street and 81 
Avenue at the feet of a man 
standing outside. 

Though she was, miracu¬ 
lously, uninjured, police be¬ 
lieve she may have been 
the victim of a domestic 
dispute, and was possibly 
on drugs. 

A six-year-old boy found 
in the woman’s suite was 
taken into protective 
custody, though he is not 
her biological son. 
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Costner and band to headline Chamber of Commerce ball 

Kevin Costner is heading to town in the New Year with his band Modern West, and will be headlining 
this year's Chamber of Commerce ball on Jan. 23. For tickets, call (780) 426-4620. metro edmonton 
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WestJet direct to Yellowknife 

For the first time, WestJet will offer direct flights from Edmonton to 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. Beginning May 4 , the carrier will fly farther into the Great 
White North at fares starting at $149* As part of an expanded summer sched¬ 
ule, WestJet will also increase flights to Kelowna, B.C., and make the route to 
Los Angeles daily from Edmonton. metro edmonton 


'Challenge' to 
treat soldiers' 
stress: Brig.-Gen. 

report Providing mental 
help to soldiers returning 
from Afghanistan 
missions is a big challenge 
for Canada’s national de¬ 
fence department, said a 
high-ranking militaiy offi¬ 
cial from the Edmonton 
Garrison. 

Some, said Brig.-Gen. 

Yvan Blondin, are even 
“falling through the cracks.” 

“It is a huge challenge. 
You put a lot of programs 
in place, and you find out 
that there are some 
cracks, or some things 
that are more difficult that 
you would never think 
about, ” said Blondin. 

“We’re pushing a lot of 
stuff to help our soldiers, 
but people just don’t want 
to be seen as problems.” 

A 62-page report released 
by Canada’s military 
ombudsman, Maiy 
McFadyen, says a number of 
Afghan war vets, who suffer 
from undiagnosed stress-re¬ 
lated injuries and are not 
getting the care they need, 
continue on as soldiers. 
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Children find spirit of giving 

z 



Jim Goldman helps students from George H. Luck School unload 425 backpacks filled with personal 
items at the Boyle Street Co-op yesterday morning. This is the second year the school has donated 
backpacks at Christmas time. 
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A human chain created by 
dozens of tiny hands 
warmed up one of the 
coldest downtown areas 
yesterday. 

Students from George H. 
Luck School learned a lesson 
in humility in the inner-city 
by handing out 425 back¬ 
packs full of essential gifts to 
less fortunate members of 
the Boyle Street Co-op com¬ 
munity. 

“It means these people are 
not forgotten, and makes a 
veiy sad time a happy time,” 
said Boyle Street spokes¬ 
woman Karen Bruno. “They 
live on the streets, and a 
fresh pair of socks can mean 
the difference of feet not be¬ 
ing frostbitten.” 

The backpacks were filled 
with personal items such as 
shampoo, clothing, and cof¬ 
fee gift cards. Each child al¬ 
so wrote a personal note on 
why they were grateful to 
help. 

“We’re giving people 
things they didn’t have be¬ 
fore,” said 10-year-old 


Sophia Quinton. 

The children, from 
kindergarten to Grade 6, 
participated in the back¬ 
pack program for the first 
time last year, and begged 
to help again, said principal 


Linda Inglis. 

Clients watched from a 
ledge above the heap of 
backpacks, shouting sincere 
thanks to the kids for the 
help. 

“It’s an inspiration to give 


to these people that mean 
as much as dirt to some peo¬ 
ple,” said Grade 5 student 
True Brown. “It’s a gift to 
come here to give these to 
them — it’s as much as 
Christmas.” 


Gun pointed at man 
after ride refusal 

search A man was held up 
with a gun Tuesday after re¬ 
fusing to give a woman a 
ride. The victim was 
approached at a store on 
118th Avenue and 90th 
Street by the woman. After 
he refused to give her a lift, 
her male partner arrived 
and pointed a gun at the vic¬ 
tim. Police dogs searched 
the area, but could not find 
the pair. Officers are seeking 
an aboriginal male about 5- 
foot-6 with a thin build. 
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Edmonton economic rating drops 

After taking top spot last year, Edmonton has dropped to fifth in CIBC’s world markets econom¬ 
ic ratings, with Calgary right behind it in sixth, falling from second last year, metro edmonton 


Soldiers shipped to Afghanistan 

Edmonton troop got the call just 20 days ago to leave before Christmas 
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Roughly 50 Edmonton- 
based soldiers said their 
final goodbyes to their 
families yesterday, just 
days before Christmas, as 
they were flown to 
Afghanistan where they 
will serve for five 
months. 

The soldiers with the 
408 Tactical Helicopter 
Squadron will provide 
combat support for heavy- 
lift troop helicopters, 
along with escorting con¬ 
voys through dangerous 
zones in Kandahar. 

The soldiers only got the 
call 20 days ago, but that’s 
just part of the job, says 
Capt. Tressa Olson, who 
will be heading to 
Afghanistan for the first 
time. 

“I’ve been training since 


January, and I’ve sort of ex¬ 
pected it to come, but it’s a 
bit of a shock that it came 
so soon,” said the 31-year- 
old helicopter pilot. 

“It’s hard 
for a family 
to be going 
away right 
before Christ¬ 
mas, but I 
have been 
preparing for 
it for a while 
if and when I got the call.” 

Other have spent a few 
days off with family in ad¬ 
vance to their deploy¬ 
ments to celebrate Christ¬ 
mas, including Corp. 
Stacey Blaclcmore, who 
leaves behind two teenage 
daughters. 

“The only real challenge 
for all of us is at 
our homes,” said Black- 
more, who will be serving 
as a flight engineer during 
the mission. 


“It’s a bit of a shock 
that it came so 
soon.” 

Capt. Tressa Olson 


“It’s short notice for the 
wife and kids, that’s just 
the way it is.” 

The soldiers have always 
been preparing to get that 
phone call 
and they will 
always re¬ 
spond when 
they get that 
call, said 
Brig.-Gen. 
Yvan 
Blondin, who 
said goodbye to his troops 
yesterday. 

About 30 soldiers from 
the helicopter squadron 
were deployed to Afghan¬ 
istan earlier this month to 
build hanger space and 
organize storage for parts 
before the helicopters 
land. 

The squadron is expect¬ 
ed to take to the skies 
shortly after Jan. 1 under 
the Joint Task Force 
Afghanistan Air Wing. 



About 50 soldiers with the 408 Tactical Helicopter Squadron board a plane bound yesterday for 
Afghanistan, where they will provide air support for troops. 


Budget deficit could be a 
reality in Alberta, says Evans 


Plowing is round the dock 


News in brief 


TRIAL A man accused of 
stabbing a senior citizen in the 
chest at a Stony Plain Road 
stripmall in April has been 
found fit to stand trial. Haldene 
Jensen-Huot, 24, will appear in 
Court of Queen’s Bench on Feb. 
6 to set a trial date. He's 
accused of second-degree mur¬ 
der in relation to the death of 
77 -year-old Hans Alberts in a 
seemingly unprovoked, shock¬ 
ing daytime attack. 

BLAZE Residents from 100 
suites of a Jasper Avenue high- 
rise were forced out late Tues¬ 
day night, after a fire sparked 
from the building's electrical 
panel. Though the fire was 
quickly extinguished, the condo 
board used assistance from the 
Red Cross to help residents find 
a place to sleep for the night. 
CRASH A car slid off Baseline 
Road shortly after midnight 
yesterday, and smashed into a 
natural-gas junction shed con¬ 
taining a supply line for neigh¬ 
bouring rural subdivisions. 
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The possibility of running 
a deficit in the coming 
year could be a reality for 
Alberta’s government, ad¬ 
mitted Finance Minister 
Iris Evans. 

It’s a stark change from 
what was seen in the last 
15 years, as the govern¬ 
ment has announced sur¬ 
plus budgets each year. 

But with oil and gas 
prices reaching new lows 
not seen since the early 
1990s because of the 
worldwide economic 
downturn, it’s a new reali¬ 
ty for a once-booming 
province that’s free of 
debt, said Evans. 

Evans says the down¬ 


ward trend in energy will 
force the government into 
making plans on how it 
spends in the 2009-10 fis¬ 
cal year. 

“If we do have to dip in¬ 
to our sus¬ 
tainability 
fund, tech¬ 
nically it 
would be a 
deficit,” 
said Evans 
during a 
phone in¬ 
terview Iris 
with Metro. Evans 

“But we 

are doing our best today 
to avoid that by some pru¬ 
dent expenditure manage¬ 
ment.” 

The government an¬ 
nounced that it was ex¬ 
pecting a $2-billion sur¬ 


plus at the end of the year 
in its second-quarter re¬ 
port last month. 

Evans says she’s still 
hoping Alberta will see a 
“small surplus” by the 
time she announces the 
budget in the next few 
months. 

However, that’s far 
short from the $8.5-bil¬ 
lion surplus the govern¬ 
ment predicted in the 
first quarter, when a bar¬ 
rel of oil was hovering 
around $147 last sum¬ 
mer. 

Evans was in Saskatoon 
yesterday meeting with 
provincial counterparts 
and Federal Finance Min¬ 
ister Jim Flaherty, who 
warned Canadians must 
brace for a looming 
deficit. 
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As the snow has begun to 
fall and stick on city 
streets for the first time 
this winter, 
a fleet of 
city snow¬ 
plows have 
begun to 
work round 
the clock. 

Because 
the city has 
remained 
largely 
snow-free 
for the first 
few chilly 
months, road mainte¬ 
nance officials haven’t 
been fielding long lists of 
complaints that usually 
arise from unhappy mo¬ 
torists. 

“Regardless of the level 
of service we provide, 
there are always going to 


be people that think we 
do too much, or not 
enough,” said Bob Dun- 
ford, city director of road¬ 
way maintenance. 

Environment Canada 
predicts a 60 per cent 
chance of 
snowfall 
from today 
through the 
weekend, 
and though 
the snow is 
light, Dun- 
ford said, 
crews have 
begun to 
plow and 
sand streets 
24 hours a 

day. 

Talcing priority are free¬ 
ways and hills, with arte¬ 
rial roads and bus routes 
next in line. 
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“Regardless of the 
level of service we 
provide, there are 
always going to be 
people that think 
we do too much, or 
not enough,” 

Bob Dunford 
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Pacific ports, unions to resume labour talks 

Talks aimed at averting a strike at some Pacific Coast ports are progressing slowly, a representative of the employers said yesterday. Foremen in Vancouver and 
Prince Rupert, B.C., will be in a legal strike position as of Jan. 2 , but the union and employers are scheduled to meet with a mediator again tomorrow. Reuters 


Canada 



Unusual ice led to collapse 

An unusual buildup of ice likely caused the collapse of a gondola 
tower that stranded more than 50 skiers in mid-air at Whistler, B.C., 
officials said yesterday. A preliminary investigation discovered that 
water had leaked into the tower at the Whistler Blackcomb resort. 
The water then froze, creating a condition called “ice jacking,” 
which caused the structure to fail on Tuesday. reuters 


News in brief 


ECONOMY Ontario Premier 
Dalton McGuintyis refusing to 
slash corporate taxes to help 
the banks, instead saying they 
should cut their interest rates 
to aid consumers. His shot at 
the Canadian Bankers Associa¬ 


tion came after it urged his 
government to cut corporate 
taxes in next year's budget or 
risk losing high-paying finan¬ 
cial sector jobs to other juris¬ 
dictions as the recession 
deepens. 


LEGAL BATTLE Newfoundland 
and Labrador Premier Danny 
Williams told CBC yesterday that 
if AbitibiBowater wants to start a 
legal fight, it is welcome to try, 
but he insists his government 
has the legislative power to ex¬ 


propriate the company's assets 
in the province. Williams was re¬ 
sponding to the company's 
threat to take legal action over 
the province's expropriation of 
the company's provincial assets. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


A NEW ITEM EVERY DAY! 

VISIT WWWTHEBAY.COM/TODAY TO SEE EACH DAY’S OFFER 


TODAY 

ONLY! 

THURSDAY, DEC. 18TH 


• • 



* * 


c 




BOXING DAY PRICES! * X 

70% OFF 


ALL GOLD JEWELLERY 

10 Kt, 14 Kt. & 18 Kt. 



Shop early. Don’t be disappointed. Offer available while quantities last. No rainchecks. 
No price adjustments on previous purchases. 


Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, 
unless otherwise specified. See in-store for details. 


,he Say 

WWWTHEBAY.COM 



Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty talks with the media yes¬ 
terday after an all-day meeting with the provincial and territorial 
finance ministers in Saskatoon, Sask. 

Provincial, federal 
ministers agree 
on economic plan 


Federal Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty and his 
provincial counterparts 
agreed yesterday on a 
joint pro-growth plan 
which includes accelerat¬ 
ing spending on urban re¬ 
construction, better 
support for workers and 
freeing up bank credit for 
Canadian businesses and 
consumers. 

Flaherty 
said Ottawa 
must open its 
coffers to 
pump money 
into the econ¬ 
omy to soften 
the impact of 
the recession, 
but said it is 
too early to 
say how big 
the planned 
stimulus package would 
be. Economic growth next 
year will decline by 0.4 per 
cent, he said. 

Ontario Finance Minis¬ 
ter Dwight Duncan, who 
sharply criticized Flaherty 
in the private meetings, 
welcomed the agreement 
in principle on federal- 
provincial action. But “we 
really didn’t deal with 
what I would call the sub¬ 


stantive, tough issues,” he 
told the media. 

The hard questions are 
what kind of economic 
stimulus is most effective, 
what kind of infrastruc¬ 
ture investments are best 
and “how do you get the 
money into the ground” 
quickly, he said. Duncan 
noted that Ontario signed 
a major agreement on in¬ 
frastructure 
spending 
with Ottawa 
in July “and 
not one dol¬ 
lar has 

flowed.” 

Flaherty 
said the min¬ 
isters are 
aware of the 
need to move 
quickly with 
infrastructure projects. He 
said Ottawa and the 
provinces are going to put 
together a list of projects 
that “are ready to go 
across Canada” after the 
budget, “so that the stimu¬ 
lus will be effective.” He 
said Ottawa’s infrastruc¬ 
ture spending next year 
will probably exceed the 
$6 billion already prom¬ 
ised. TORSTAR NEWSSERVICE 


$5B deficit 

• Finance Minister Jim Fla¬ 
herty used the meeting as 
an opportunity to admit for 
the first time that the econ¬ 
omy would retract next year 
and that Ottawa would run 
a budget deficit in 2009 of 
at least $5 billion. 


Ontario to get more seats in Parliament 


politics Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper is giving 
Ontario an early holiday gift 
— greater representation 
for the province in the 
House of Commons. 

Under Harper’s previous 
legislation, which died on 
the order paper before the 
Oct. 14 federal election, B.C. 
would have gained seven 


seats, Alberta five and On¬ 
tario 10 — less than half the 
21 it’s entitled to due to ris¬ 
ing population numbers. 

“I spoke to him about 
that and I think we’ve ... 
fixed it,” Ontario Premier 
Dalton McGuinty blurted 
out to surprised reporters 
yesterday. 
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Sunridge Mall 

Bonnie Doon 

Westmount Centre 



Westbrook Mall (kiosk) 

Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre (kiosk) 

Whyte Avenue at 107th St. 

4916 50th Ave. 
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((WIRELESSHRVE)) 


Available with compatible devices within Solo Mobile network coverage areas. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. [1] With new activation. 
BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Solo and Solo Mobile are 
trademarks of Bell Mobility Inc. 
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Oscar-winning Crash’s TV spinoff gets mixed reviews 

Four years after polarizing Americans with its take on racial bigotry and stereotypes, the Oscar-winning movie Crash is enjoying life as a TV series that has divided 
critics. Crash the TV series comes from Canadian Paul Haggis. The 13-episode series has been found by some critics to lack the intensity of the movie. Reuters 


World 



Fake luxury for tough times 

If your hedge fund has collapsed and the bank foreclosed on your mansion 
because of the global recession, don't worry, you can still toast the new year 
with caviar. Well, fake caviar. Waitrose supermarket chain in Britain is sell¬ 
ing something it calls Arenkha MSC with a similar texture and taste to the 
much-prized sturgeon roe but at a fraction of the price. It says it combines 
“smoked herring with squid ink, lemon juice and spices.” Reuters 


Cobblers claim credit for shoes 


Shoemakers seeking publicity after Bush incident in Iraq 


Hero's reward? 


Across the Middle East, ri¬ 
val shoemakers have 
claimed it was they who 
created the footwear flung 
at U.S. President George 
W. Bush by an angry Iraqi 
and immortalized by TV 
cameras. 

For many, reporter 
Muntazer al-Zaidi is a hero 
for the attack on Bush, and 
some of the glory seems to 
have rubbed off on the 
shoes that almost connect¬ 
ed with the presidential 
head. 

Suggestions have been 


• An Egyptian man said yes¬ 
terday he was offering his 20 - 
year-old daughter in mar¬ 
riage to Iraqi journalist 
Muntazer al-Zaidi, who threw 
his shoes at U.S. President 

made that they came from 
cobblers in China, Turlce, , 
or Lebanon. 

But yesterday, Zaidi’s 
brother dismissed such re¬ 
ports, saying they came 
from the Baghdad factory 


George W. Bush in Baghdad 
on Sunday. The man's daugh¬ 
ter said she agreed with the 
proposal, declaring that it 
would “honour” her to marry 
Zaidi. 

of Iraqi shoemaker Alaa 
Haddad, viewed as among 
the country’s best. 

Turkish newspaper Yeni 
Safalc reported Turkish 
businessman Ramazan 
Baydan had made the 


shoes and carried a front 
page picture of the design, 
alongside the headline 
Made in Turkey. 

Baydan said he designed 
the style in 1999, and or¬ 
ders from Iraq had in¬ 
creased by 100 per cent 
since the Bush incident. 

The Lebanese newspaper 
as-Safir bore a front-page 
photo showing Zaidi dur¬ 
ing a visit to Beirut in No¬ 
vember with an accompa¬ 
nying headline: Did He Buy 
the Shoes in Beirut? 

REUTERS 



Maria Siemionow, standing at podium talks to the media about the surgeons team that performed the first U.S. near-total face trans¬ 
plant in the past two weeks in Cleveland, Ohio, yesterday. 


First U.S. patient undergoes facial transplant 


science Surgeons have re¬ 
placed 80 per cent of a 
woman’s face, transplanti¬ 
ng bone, teeth, muscle and 
nerve in the first such op¬ 
eration in the United 
States. 

They said the woman 


suffered severe trauma 
that cost her an eye, much 
of her nose and her upper 
jaw and left her unable to 
breathe, smell, taste or 
smile properly. 

Ohio’s Cleveland Clinic 
gave no details about the 


woman, how she was in¬ 
jured, or who the donor 
was. 

“We transferred the 
skin, all the facial muscles 
in the upper face and mid¬ 
face, the upper lip, all of 
the nose, most of the si¬ 


nuses around the nose, the 
upper jaw including the 
teeth, the facial nerve,” 
said Francis Papay, the 
chair of dermatology and 
plastic surgery and the 
clinic. 

REUTERS 


Relatives of Russian bus 
crash victims arrive in Israel 


fatalities Relatives of Russ¬ 
ian tourists injured in a 
bus crash arrived in Israel 
yesterday as officials pre¬ 
pared to fly the bodies of 
the 24 who died back to St. 
Petersburg. 

The 49 Russians, part of 
a group of tour operators, 
had been in Israel only a 
few hours on Tuesday for a 
training trip when their 
bus travelling from Ovda 
airport veered off a desert 
road near the Red Sea re¬ 
sort city of Eilat and 
plunged down a ravine. 

The bodies of the dead 
will be flown back to St. Pe¬ 
tersburg today, the Israeli 
Magen David Adorn ambu¬ 
lance service said. 

Transport Minister Shaul 


Popular spot 

• Israel is a favourite desti¬ 
nation for Russian tourists. 
Some 230,000 Russians vis¬ 
ited the country in the first 
nine months of 2008, and 
the tourism ministry ex¬ 
pects the number to rise to 
400,000 in 2009. 

Mofaz said the crash oc¬ 
curred as the driver, who 
was injured but was being 
questioned by police, tried 
to overtake another bus. 

Police spokesman Micky 
Rosenfeld said the investi¬ 
gation was focusing on 
whether the bus driver lost 
control of his vehicle. 

REUTERS 


Arrested mob boss hangs 
himself in Italian prison 


suicide A suspected Mafia 
boss arrested on Tuesday 
in a high-profile police 
swoop has hung himself in 
his prison cell, police 
sources said yesterday. 

Gaetano Lo Presti, who 
was already convicted of 
mob-related crimes prior 
to his latest arrest, was 
found dead late last night 
in Pagliarelli prison in the 
Sicilian capital of Palermo. 
He was one of the 99 peo¬ 
ple apprehended on Tues¬ 
day suspected of trying to 


rebuild the top ranks of 
the Sicilian Mafia, which 
has been weakened by the 
arrests of powerful mob 
leaders. 

Some 1,200 police, 
backed by helicopters and 
anti-drug units, carried out 
the latest round of arrests. 
Lo Presti and the other sus¬ 
pects were accused of 
crimes including extor¬ 
tion, trafficking of arms 
and drugs and having 
mafia links. 

REUTERS 


lews in brief 


INVESTIGATION The Illinois 
Supreme Court yesterday de¬ 
nied a request that embattled 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich be tem¬ 
porarily removed from office 
amid charges he tried to sell 
president-elect Barack 
Obama's old U.S. Senate seat. 


GREECE Protesters hung ban¬ 
ners from the Acropolis in 
Greece yesterday and called for 
demonstrations across Europe 
in the 12th day of unrest since 
police shot dead a 15-year-old 
boy. 

REUTERS 
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Sweet development at Coke and Pepsi 

Coca-Cola Co. and PepsiCo Inc. said yesterday they received U.S. regulatory clearance for natural, calorie-free 
sweeteners derived from the stevia plant, and planned to launch new soft drinks in the coming weeks. Reuters 


world 9 


Powder-filled envelopes sent to embassies 


Envelopes containing 
white powder that later 
tested negative for toxins 
were mailed to 16 U.S. em¬ 
bassies in Europe this 
month, the State Depart¬ 
ment and Federal Bureau 
of Investigation said 
yesterday. 

“Tests conducted to date 
have all met with negative 


results,” State Department 
spokesman Robert Wood 
said a statement that cau¬ 
tioned some test results 
had not been completed. 

“The impact on the day- 
to-day operations has been 
minimal,” he said. The let¬ 
ters prompted the tempo¬ 
rary closure of the con¬ 
sular section in Bucharest 


Tuesday and the Rome con¬ 
sulate was closed yester¬ 
day, Wood said. 

The FBI said in a state¬ 
ment that the embassy let¬ 
ters, as well as similar en¬ 
velopes containing white 
powder that were sent to 
the offices of more than 40 
governors in the U.S. since 
Dec. 8, were all post¬ 


marked in Texas. 

The letters were received 
at U.S. diplomatic missions 
in Berlin, Bern, Brussels, 
Bucharest, Copenhagen, 
Dublin, the Hague, Luxem¬ 
bourg, Madrid, Oslo, Paris, 
Reykjavik, Riga, Rome, 
Stockholm and Tallinn, 
said Wood. 

The State Department 


was still waiting for results 
from the mission in the 
Dutch capital, Wood said. 

In October, letters, many 
containing a suspicious 
white powder, were sent to 
Chase bank offices and two 
other financial institutions 
in several states and to the 
New York Times headquar¬ 
ters in New York. reuters 


History 

• U.S. authorities have been 
on alert for envelopes con¬ 
taining white powder since 
2001, when envelopes 
laced with anthrax were 
sent to media outlets and 
U.S. lawmakers, killing five 
people. 


Madoff 
placed under 
house arrest 

crime Disgraced Wall Street 
investment manager Bern¬ 
ard Madoff, accused of or¬ 
chestrating a $ 50-billion US 
fraud, was put under house 
arrest yesterday. 

A federal judge ordered 
Madoff, 70, confined to his 
$ 7-million Manhattan apart¬ 
ment and told Madoff’s 
wife, Ruth, to surrender her 
U.S. passport by noon today 
as part of modified bail con¬ 
ditions. 

Madoff will be fitted with 
an electronic ankle bracelet 
and will only be allowed to 
leave his home for appoint¬ 
ments prearranged with au¬ 
thorities. 

Yesterday, the Madoffs 
signed an agreement to for¬ 
feit their Manhattan apart¬ 
ment and properties in 
Montaulc, New 
York and Palm 
Beach, Florida if 
they failed to ad¬ 
here to the bail 
conditions. 


Group gets jail 
time for racist 
murder spree 

Russia A Moscow court 
jailed a group of skinheads 
on Monday for murdering 
20 migrants in a racist 
killing spree, part of a 
wave of violence against 
immigrants in Russia. 

The seven teenagers 
killed the migrants and 
tried to murder 12 others 
between August 2006 and 
October 2007. 

Attacks on migrant 
workers have risen this 
year and political analysts 
fear the global economic 
crisis, which is hitting Rus¬ 
sia hard, may aggravate 
the problem. reuters 



News in brief 


RECOVERED A rare ninth centu¬ 
ry three-faced marble head of 
the Greek goddess Hecate was 
seized from a store in Rome's 
historic centre after it was 
stolen by thieves last year, Ital¬ 
ian police said yesterday. The 
bust was one of hundreds of 
stolen ancient artifacts that 
Italian police displayed after 
recovering them. reuters 



www.reitmans.com 


Gingerbread 
men 

I 
I 

Haute 
couture 


Hello Fashion Lovers! 

We've also got little penguins, jolly snowmen, 
classic plaids and festive stripes all at a comfy 
low price. Choose from over 15 different 
styles of cozy PJs with matching accessories 
for everybody and every body on your gift list. 


$19 

$26 PLUS SIZES 


Reitmcins 

Designed for real life. 















metro 


metronews.ca 


10 


LOCAL 

Publisher, Steve Shrout 

Acting Mnging Editor, Darren Krause Distribution Manager, Jim Hillman 


Thursday, December 18,2008 

NATIONAL Assoc Mnging Editor, Tarin Elbert Art Director, Laila Hakim 

Group Publisher, Bill McDonald Assoc Night Mnging Editor, Jim Reyno National Sales Director, Susan Courtney 

Editor-in-Chief, Dianne Rinehart Enter/Lifestyle Editor, Dean Lisk Interactive/Mrktng Director, Jodi Brown 


Comment & Views 


Comment 


Case of musical chairs 

Canada now a shadow of its former self on world stage 



Home&Abroad 


-rom Lawrence Can¬ 
non comes word 
- that Canada is “ac¬ 
tively campaign¬ 
ing” for a seat on 
the United Nations Securi¬ 
ty Council beginning in 
2011. 

Cannon made the an¬ 
nouncement — if that is 
what it was — at a diplo¬ 
matic forum in Quebec 
City yesterday. Reuters 
treated it as news. For 
Canadians who fear their 
country has gone missing 
in the world, maybe it is. 

News? It’s news that we 
are “pursuing” a seat that 
we have held, once a 


decade, since the founding 
of the United Nations in 
1945? It’s news that we are 
mounting a campaign to 
assume our 

“one of This suggests a 
the to rotat- country without 
ing non-per- commitment, which 


manent mem¬ 
bers of the 
council? 

If that’s 
news, it’s be¬ 
cause Cana¬ 
da’s stature has fallen so 
far that last spring Ottawa 
had considered not run¬ 
ning for a seat traditionally 
considered ours. If we were 
not going to win it, the 
government felt, why risk 
the embarrassment of los¬ 
ing? 

We are now a country 
that’s a shadow of its for¬ 
mer self in the world, 
which must labour mighti¬ 
ly to win a seat on the Se¬ 
curity Council. The fear in 


simply isn’t serious 
about the world 
anymore. 


Ottawa is that Canada 
won’t have the votes in the 
General Assembly when 
the election is held in 
2010. 

Much has 
to do with a 
loss of sup¬ 
port in Africa, 
where we no 
longer have 
the presence 
in develop¬ 
ment assis¬ 
tance that we 
did. Indeed, some say that 
we have abandoned Africa. 

This time the two open 
seats may likely to go Por¬ 
tugal or to Germany, which 
has been mounting a well- 
organized campaign. 

Incidentally, Cannon is 
the Minister of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs. You can be forgiven if 
you don’t know this be¬ 
cause it’s unlikely the 
world does, as well. 

This isn’t his fault; Can¬ 
non is intelligent, thought¬ 


ful and articulate in both 
official languages. The 
problem is Cannon is Cana¬ 
da’s fourth foreign minis¬ 
ter since the Conservatives 
took office in February 
2006. He has been preced¬ 
ed by Peter MacKay, 
Maxime Bernier and David 
Emerson. 

Changing ministers like 
changing shirts isn’t new; 
since Lester Pearson left 
the position in 1957, Cana¬ 
da has had a different for¬ 
eign minister about every 
two years. The terms are 
getting shorter. 

This suggests a country 
without commitment, 
which simply isn’t serious 
about the world anymore. 
And that’s why we are now 
chasing a seat on the Secu¬ 
rity Council, and why that 
is news in Canada. 


Andrew Cohen teaches journalism at 
Carleton University. He is the author of 
Extraordinary Canadians: Lester B. Pearson. 


Views 


Getting better child care: It's the policy, stupid 



A new study of early child¬ 
hood education and care in 
25 countries ranked Cana¬ 
da in last place, tied with 
Ireland, behind the U.S., 
Australia and Mexico. 

While other evidence has 
long shown Canada to be a 
laggard on child care, 
UNICEF’s study — the first 
to use measurable out¬ 
comes — has motivated 
Canadians to ask, “Why are 
we doing so poorly?” The 
study offers a plain answer: 
“It’s the policy, stupid,” 
paraphrasing former U.S. 
president Bill Clinton’s 
campaign slogan. 

Two key developments 
drove the study. First, most 
children in affluent coun¬ 
tries now have mothers 


working outside the home; 
75 per cent of mothers of 
three- to five-year-olds are 
in the workforce in Canada. 

Second, abundant 
search shows 
that young 
children — 
especially old- 


re- 


It’s no wonder that 
UNICEF has called 

er preschool on Canada for a 

ers and more . .. 

public policy 
response. 


vulnerable 
children — 
benefit from 
good quality early child¬ 
hood education (ECEC). 

UNICEF observes that 
these developments con¬ 
verge: Access to good quali¬ 
ty not only enhances a 
child’s well-being and de¬ 
velopment with long-term 
social and economic re¬ 
turns, but is also a key strat¬ 
egy for responding to im¬ 
mediate economic chal¬ 
lenges such as parents’ ac¬ 
cess to employment, reduc¬ 
tion of dependence on so¬ 


cial programs, strengthen¬ 
ing local economies and job 
creation. 

The study bases its rank¬ 
ings on 10 benchmarks 
that build up¬ 
on Article 3 of 
the Conven¬ 
tion on the 
Rights of the 
Child that 
states, “The 
best interests 
of the child 
shall be a primary consider¬ 
ation.” 

The rankings tell the 
public policy story. None of 
the six poorest ranking 
countries has a national 
plan for ECEC. The six top 
countries met most of the 
benchmarks, including 
public financing of at least 
one per cent of GDP while 
the poorest ranked coun¬ 
tries met very few. The 
benchmark ratings show 
that public policy “in the 


best interests of children” 
means that a national poli¬ 
cy and adequate financing 
are linked to good access to 
quality ECEC programs and 
go hand-in-hand with bet¬ 
ter parental leave, lower 
child poverty rates and bet¬ 
ter health indicators for 
young children. 

It’s no wonder that 
UNICEF has called on Cana¬ 
da for a public policy re¬ 
sponse — “the federal gov¬ 
ernment must take the lead 
... with solutions presented 
to the public by July 2009.” 
A good beginning to this 
would be funds for child 
care in the January federal 
budget followed by devel¬ 
opment of a robust ECEC 
policy framework that 
meets the needs of families 
and children. 

Canada should do no less. 


Martha Friendly is the executive director of 
the Childcare Resource and Research Unit. 



Letters 


Give the Conservatives a 
chance to govern the counti 


Why can’t we just give the 
Conservatives a chance to 
rule the country and see 
what happens? 

Why can’t we just give 
Mr. Harper some trust, 
some time and the respect 
he deserves as a prime 
minister elected by the 
people? 

The Liberal party was in 
power from 1993 to 2006. 
History has told us that no 
one party should be in 
power for too long, other¬ 
wise it will take things for 
granted. 

And Mr. Harper is the 
change this country needs 
right now. 

The last election has 
shown that the Conserva¬ 
tive government is what 
most Canadian people 
want, at least for now. 

By having a coalition 
and forcing the Conserva¬ 
tive party to leave office is 
against the basic rules of 
democracy. 

YAN ZHOU, TORONTO 


The coalition soap opera 
made politics interesting 


I am so pleased about this 
whole episode of a possi¬ 


ble coalition government 
and the interest it has gen¬ 
erated across the country. 
We have never seen any¬ 
thing like this. 

We are 30 million-plus 
and we have 30 million- 
plus opinions — from taxi 
drivers to bus drivers, bar¬ 
tenders to barbers, stu¬ 
dents, you name it, we 
have one. 

We have always thought 
Canadian politics are bor¬ 
ing and the election par¬ 
ticipation level is always 
low, but this takes the 
cake. 

Well done politicians, 
you folks finally did it. 
You woke us all up and it 
makes politics exciting. 

ANANT NAGPUR, OTTAWA 

Canadians have little 
knowledge of constitution 

I’m surprised and baffled 
that so many Canadians 
have little knowledge of 
the parliamentary consti¬ 
tution. 

We don’t elect a prime 
minister, we elect a Parlia¬ 
ment. 

It is then the responsi¬ 
bility of that Parliament to 
choose a leader it sup¬ 
ports. 

DAN GOULET, TORONTO 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Yahoo reduces data retention 

Search engine Yahoo! Inc. will cut to three months the time it stores personal data gathered from web 
surfing, making its retention policy the shortest among peers, the company said yesterday. Reuters 
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BCE suing private teachers 
equity group for $1.2 billion 


legal Telecom giant BCE 
Inc. has sued its would-be 
buyers in a failed $34.8-bil- 
lion takeover agreement 
over the collapsed deal’s 
$1.2 billion breakup fee. 

According to a court 
document filed in the 
province of Quebec and 
posted on BCE’s website, 
the company says it’s enti¬ 
tled to the money from 


the buyers — a group of 
private-equity firms led by 
the Ontario Teachers’ Pen¬ 
sion Plan. The buyers have 
said neither side is owed a 
break fee as a result of the 
deaPs collapse. 

In its lawsuit, BCE asks 
the Superior Court that 
Teachers pay about $704 
million of the total. 

REUTERS 
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'Critical’ flaw in 
browser exposes 
1.5 million users 


More than 1.5 million 
computer users around 
the globe may have been 
exposed to harmful 
software or viruses 
because of a “critical” se¬ 
curity flaw in Microsoft 
Corp.’s Internet Explorer, 
the most widely used web 
browser in the world. 

The software giant yes¬ 
terday took the unusual 
step of releasing an un¬ 
scheduled update to pro¬ 
tect customers using all 
supported versions of the 
software. 

“This is a severe vulnera¬ 
bility,” said Ben Green- 
baum, a senior research 
manager for Symantec Se¬ 
curity Response, which 
sells anti-virus software. 

He added that Syman¬ 
tec’s research showed a 


“significant” increase in 
hacker attacks over the 
past several days that 
aimed to exploit the flaw 
— a trend that likely pres¬ 
sured Microsoft to put a 
rush on its update. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


The security flaw 

How malware works 

• Unwitting Internet 
surfers can put their ma¬ 
chines at risk by viewing a 
web page that has been 
loaded with malicious 
software, or malware. 

1 The malware is then 
downloaded without the 
users’ knowledge, 
making it possible for 
hackers to control the ma¬ 
chines remotely. 



Ukraine Consumers struggling 


A pregnant woman begs for money in central Kiev yesterday. 
Ukrainian consumers could default on 60 per cent of their debt 
obligations, an aide to the president said yesterday. 


Business in brief 


MARKETS The Toronto Stock 
Exchange and the small-cap 
TSX Venture Exchange are ex¬ 
pected to re-open today after a 
system fault shut down both 
markets for the whole session 
yesterday. 


OIL Oil prices dropped three 
per cent after OPEC announced 
a record supply cut that dealers 
said may fail to offset slumping 
energy demand. OPEC said it 
will cut 2.2 million barrels a 
day starting Jan. 1. Reuters 
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Davenport pregnant, to skip Aussie open 

American tennis star Lindsay Davenport is withdrawing from the Australian Open because she is pregnant with her second child. 
The former No. l-ranked woman gave birth to a son, Jagger, in June 2007. Davenport hasn’t played since the U.S. Open in August of this year, metro news services 



“There's just so many bloggers; everybody's got 
an opinion. Sometimes that starts forming the 
opinion of people in front offices, too, and owner." 

Minnesota Timberwolves coach Kevin McHale, left, to the St. Paul Pioneer-Press 
on the stresses of coaching in the NBA today. metro news services 
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Tiger aiming for 
Masters return 



golf Tiger Woods has no 
idea when he will return 
to competitive golf next 
year, despite being ahead 
of schedule in 
his recovery 
from 

reconstructive 
knee surgery. 

The world 
No. 1 has been 
Tiger Woods sidelined since 
winning the 
U.S. Open in June. Ideally, 
he would like to play in at 
least a warmup event 
before the Masters in April. 

“Tve just been training 
and tiying to get back, tiy- 
ing to get healthy enough 
to compete next year,” 
Woods told a news confer¬ 
ence. 


Canada drops to 
90th in FIFA list 

soccer European champi¬ 
ons Spain were unsurpris¬ 
ingly recognized as the 
top-ranked team of the 
year yesterday after 
winning every match they 
played in 2008. The publi¬ 
cation of FIFA’s December 
rankings saw Spain stretch 
its lead at the top over sec¬ 
ond-placed Germany, the 
team they beat to win the 
Euro 2008 final in June. 

Canada dropped to 90th, 
down 35 spots from the 
55th they were ranked a 
year ago. reuters 

Flory re-signs 
with Alouettes 

cfl Offensive lineman 
Scott Flory signed a two- 
year contract plus an 
option year with the Mon¬ 
treal Alouettes on Wednes¬ 
day. Named the CFL’s Most 
Outstanding Lineman for 
2008, the 10-year veteran 
guard has spent his entire 
career with Montreal and 
is a six-time All-Star. 

“I’m veiy excited to con¬ 
tinue building on what we 
started,” said Floiy. The 
Alouettes’ offensive line al¬ 
lowed only 22 sacks and 
helped the team set a fran¬ 
chise record with 610 
points scored. Montreal 
lost to Calgary in this 
year’s Grey Cup. 
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YorkRepo 


Things could always be worse 


-here’s not a lot you 

can say about the 
Oilers after their 9- 
2 trouncing at the 
hands of the Chica¬ 
go Blaclchawlcs Tuesday 
night. 

Well, at least not stuff you 
can print in a family-orient¬ 
ed publication like this one. 

However, in spite of the 
pity and anger Edmontoni¬ 
ans are feeling about their 
hockey team, they should 
find consolation in the fact 
the Oilers have a good 
group of talented young 
players who will provide 
highlights on the ice for a 
long time to come. 

Really, it could be worse. 
Much, much worse. “Cap¬ 
tain Highliner Islanders jer¬ 
sey” worse. I mean, get a 
load of these three current¬ 
ly abominable franchises. 


TheHockeyNews 


Adam 


Protea u 

■w 

thehockeynews.com 


First, hold your nose, but 
then get a load, and ask 
yourself if you’re that upset 
with the direction the Oil¬ 
ers are headed. 

New York Islanders 

Speaking of Captain 
Highliner, no list of bumble- 
prone teams would be com¬ 
plete without Charles 
Wang’s Long Island Gong 
Show. The Isles’ decrepit 
arena deserves to be the set¬ 
ting for the next Saw movie; 


their marquee goalie has 
been sidelined for most of 
the season with the NHL’s 
now standard “Mystery In¬ 
jury”; and they’ve lost seven 
straight games. 

There is hope on the Isles’ 
horizon, but you need a 
GPS system, a trail of bread 
crumbs and a magnifying 
glass to locate it. 

St. Louis Blues 

With Erik Johnson, T.J. 
Oshie, Patrilc Berglund and 
Alex Pieterangelo in tow, 
the Blues’ future is bright. 
Unfortunately, the fran¬ 
chise has been dealing with 
an injuiy curse to its players 
— one that already has side¬ 
lined Johnson, Oshie, Paul 
Kariya and Manny Legace 
this season. The curse may 
not continue, but if I’m 
John Tavares or Victor Hed- 


For a complete recap of last 
night's Oilers/Canucks 
game, visit us online at 
metronews.ca/sports. 


man and the Blues draft me 
with the first or second 
overall pick this summer, I 
immediately demand to be 
covered in bubble wrap un¬ 
til my first NHL game. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Considering the way 
Steven Stamlcos’ rookie sea¬ 
son with the Bolts has gone, 
if I’m John Tavares or Victor 
Hedman and the Lightning 
draft me with the first or 
second overall pick this 
summer, I immediately de¬ 
mand to have my birthday 
pushed back one year. 

Stye ifockeu New* 

©thn.com 




Oilers On the coast 


Vancouver goalie Curtis Sanford deflects the puck from Dustin Penner last night. For a game recap, visit www.metronews.ca/sports. 


Raptors blow another lead 


NBA RESULT 

Mavericks 96 Raptors 86 


VS 


Dirk Nowitzlci scored 27 
points, grabbed 10 re¬ 
bounds and doled out four 
assists to lead the Dallas 




Mavericks in a 96-86 victo¬ 
ry over the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors last night. 

Jason Terry notched sea- 
son-highs with 27 points 
and eight assists for the 
Mavs, who are 5-1 over 
their last six road games. 
Josh Howard totaled 20 
points in the win, Dallas’ 
seventh in nine contests 
overall. 


Jermaine O’Neal poured 
in a team-high 19 points 
for the Raptors, who have 
lost three straight and 
eight of 10. 

Boos cascaded down 
from Toronto fans as the 
Raptors blew what was a 
13-point lead at one point. 

The Raptors jumped out 
to a 33-21 lead after the 
first quarter and were up 


at home 

49-44 at the half. Dallas 
out-rebounded the Rap¬ 
tors 47-37 the 20th time in 
24 games Toronto has 
been beaten on the 
boards. 

Toronto and Dallas split a 
pair of meetings last sea¬ 
son, but the Mavericks 
have won nine of 10 and 12 
of the last 14 in the series. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Sports in brief 


NHL The Pittsburgh Penguins an¬ 
nounced on Wednesday that 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury 
will start tonight against the 
Thrashers in Atlanta. Fleury had 
been sidelined with an 
undisclosed injury since Nov. 15, 
but returned to the club as the 
backup to Dany Sabourin last 
Saturday for the Pens’ 6-3 loss in 
Philadelphia. 

MLB The Los Angeles Dodgers 
have reportedly won the bidding 
war to keep shortstop Rafael Fur- 
cal. The Atlanta Journal-Constitu¬ 
tion reports Furcal reached an 
agreement with the Dodgers 
yesterday, just two days after he 
apparently had an accord with 
the Braves. Atlanta’s offer was 
reportedly for three years and 
$30 million US, but media 
sources indicated that the 
Dodgers upped the ante to $33 
million over the same time. 

BASEBALL Hall of Fame second 
baseman Ryne Sandberg has 
been promoted and will 
manage the Chicago Cubs' Dou- 
ble-A affiliate for the 2009 sea¬ 
son. Sandberg's first managerial 
assignment came at Single-A 
Peoria, where he guided the 
club to a record of 131-146-1 in 
two seasons. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 

NHL 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
New Jersey 5 Buffalo 3 
Columbus 2 San Jose l 
Calgary at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
N.Y. Rangers at Los Angeles 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Toronto at Boston 
St. Louis at Washington 
Florida at Carolina 
Pittsburgh at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Montreal 
Colorado at Tampa Bay 
San Jose at Detroit 
Columbus at Dallas 
Nashville at Phoenix 


NBA 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Dallas 96 Toronto 86 
Boston 88 Atlanta 85 
Cleveland 93 Minnesota 70 
Detroit 88 Washington 74 
Indiana 127 Golden State 120 
Philadelphia 93 Milwaukee 88 
Utah 103 New Jersey 92 
L.A. Clippers at Chicago 
San Antonio at New Orleans 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
San Antonio at Orlando 
Phoenix at Portland 


TONIGHT’S GAME 

Indianapolis at Jacksonville 

SATURDAY’S GAME 
Baltimore at Dallas 

SUNDAY’S GAMES 
New Orleans at Detroit 
Pittsburgh at Tennessee 
Miami at Kansas City 
Arizona at New England 
San Francisco at St. Louis 
San Diego at Tampa Bay 
Cincinnati at Cleveland 
N.Y. Jets at Seattle 
Flouston at Oakland 
Buffalo at Denver 
Atlanta at Minnesota 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Carolina at N.Y. Giants 

MONDAY'S GAME 
Green Bay at Chicago 






























Get a bundle 
you can bank on. 




Most reliable 
home phone* 


All 

digital TV 


Most secure 
High Speed access** 




Save over 15%’ with a 
bundle you can bank on. 

From $80.95/mo.‘ for 1 year, 
with 1 month FREE! 


^GTELUS 

the future is friendly 


Call 310-1144 or visit telus.com/bundle or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 

TELUS AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


Malls 

Downtown 

West 

St. Albert 

Kingsway Garden Mall 

West Edmonton Mall 

Southgate Mall 

Londonderry Mall 

City Centre Mall 

Northgate Mall 

TELUS Plaza North 

14903-118th Ave. 

St. Albert Centre 

Unit 30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 
20 Muir Dr. 


*0ffer available until December 31,2008 to residential clients in select locations with a 1,2 or 3 year TELUS TV service agreement. Starting on month 13 bundle rate will be $85.95/month. Prices may vary for existing clients on a TELUS Long Distance, High Speed Internet, or TV service agreement, f 1 month of free services available to clients who have not subscribed to 
TELUS High Speed Internet or TV in the past 90 days. TELUS reserves the right to modify the channel line-up, prices and packages without notice. Minimum system requirements apply, t Based on total service disruptions and outages experienced by clients in the past year. **Defined as the most comprehensive suite of hardware and software security tools. © 2008 TELUS. 
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Give the gift of memory 

The Philips and Swarovski Active Crystals line includes the Lock Out USB Key, left. The key retails at $210 
lG of data (about 250 songs or 1,000 photos). Go to active-crystals.com for more, metro news services 


SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR: STEPHANIE BOMBA, STEPHAN IE. BOMBAY METRONEWS.CA 

Go for plush 



#1 


For the love 
of pets 



#2 


Hot holiday 
toys for him 



#3 


Jingle bell 
rock ‘n’ roll 



#4 


Fun and 
educational 



# 5 


Help them 
get active 


Visit: tinipuppini.com 
“Toffee” Tini Puppini doll, 
$34.99, by Spin Master. At 
Wal-Mart, Toys R Us, more. 


Visit: bakugan.com 
Balcugan Battle Brawlers, 
$5.49-$24.99. At Wal-Mart, 
Toys R Us, and more. 


Visit: cbc.ca/kids 
Mamma Yamma and 
Friends CD, $19.99 at 
chapter s-indigo. ca. 


Visit: beezibeez.com 
This spelling game, 
$29.99, is available at 
barnesandnoble.com. 


Visit: m 2 universe.com 
Kids can play Me2, $36.95, 
once they earn points 
through physical activity. 



#6 


Rockin’ 
and rollin 


f 



#7 


Monkeying 

arouna 



#8 


Make 

music 



#9 


Fora 

good cause 



#10 


Artistic 

expression 


Visit: winners.ca 
This plush rocking giraffe, 
$59.99, is available at Win¬ 
ners stores across Canada. 


Phone: 1 - 888 - 633-5833 
Visit: GrassrootsStore.com 
Organic cotton-stuffed 
monkeys, $29.99. 


Visit: toyexpress.ca 
Amazing Animals Spinnin’ 
Around Musical Zoo by 
Fisher-Price, $60. 


Visit: ikea.ca 

Soft toys, from $2.99-$14.99 
($1.58 goes to UNICEF and 
Save the Children). 


Visit: stampinup.com 
Stampin’ Kids Tattoo Kits, 
$16.50 each. Includes six 
individual designs. 




Make your gift giving 

more personal 

Create your own giftcard* 
online in 3 simple steps! 

Upload Add Order 
Image Text Card 


Available instore, online at www.sears.ca/giftcard or by phone at 1800 267 3277 

*$2.99 fee applies and includes shipping to anywhere in Canada. Only redeemable in Canada. 
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Solid perfume 

Organic Vanilla Reve solid perfume, $20 by the Cream Perfume 
Company. Available at health stores across Canada, metro news services 
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Top gifts for every techie 


rick mcginnis 

rick.mcginnisQ metronews.ca 




CELLPHONES: 

Apple IPhone 3G 
($199 with a three- 
year contract) 

LG Vu 

($79*99 with a three- 
year Rogers contract) 

BlackBeriy Bold 
($299 with a three- 
year Rogers contract) 






Nokia E71 

($99 with a three-year 
Rogers contract) 


Motorola Rokr 
($49 with a three-year 
Rogers contract) 



Nokia 5310 
XpressMusic 
($19*99 with 
a three-year 
Rogers con¬ 
tract) 

There’s an al¬ 
most endless 
range of cell¬ 
phones on the 
market these days 
and an equally endless 
number of things you 
can do with your 
phone, depend¬ 
ing on how 
much you’re 
willing to spend 
on service plans. 

One thing’s for 
sure, though: it’s 
almost impossible 
to find one that 
won’t take pictures 
or play music. 

At the top of 
everyone’s wish list 
is the IPhone — the 
most addictive 
phone ever to hit the mar¬ 
ket, thanks to its wildly re¬ 
sponsive touch screen and 



the wild selection of soft¬ 
ware available 
through 
ITunes’ app 
store. 

Never mind 
that if you use 
the phone as 
much as it 
wants you to, 
you have to 
recharge the 
thing every 
night — it’s a 
computer 
even more 
than a cell¬ 
phone. 

LG's Vu is a sort of IPhone 
lite — a similarly sleek 
touch screen phone with an 
icon-based interface. 

An especially nice touch 
is the shutter for the cam¬ 
era — placed on the 
side, roughly where 
you’d expect to find 
it on a real camera. 

The BlackBerry 
Bold is among the 
widest on the market, 
a boon for text and e- 
mail fiends with big 
thumbs. 

Like the IPhone, the 
Bold has a full range of 
features, but it’s all work, 
and little play — the way it 
requires that you go 
i two clicks into the 
menu to turn on the 
keypad lock is an ex¬ 
ample of the rigor¬ 
ous relationship 
BlackBerry users 
have with their 
phones. 

Nokia’s slick, sol¬ 
id E71 is the nar¬ 
rowest of the 
trio, and 
might 
prove a 
bit awk¬ 
ward for 
bulky digits. 

It also uses 
Nokia’s own OS, 


which takes some time to 
get comfy with. 

The Motorola Rokr is 

a pretty phone, and im¬ 
pressively built, with a 
I nice haptic touch 
interface — es¬ 
sential for a 
sleek 
candybar 
phone 
with no 
buttons. 

The software 
and the small 
screen make it the 
' least user-friendly of 
the bunch, however. 

But rumour has it the 
company is actively work¬ 
ing to overcome this fail¬ 
ing. 

Finally, Nokia's 5310 is a 
small but handy phone if 
you eschew text and e-mail 
but want to leave your MP3 
player at home. 

You’re going to need a 
4GB MicroSD card to make 
that work, although the 
phone’s nominal cost 
makes that more than af¬ 
fordable 

MINI COMPUTERS: 

Toshiba Portege R 600 
($ 3 , 299 ) 

Dell Mini 9 
($ 349 ) 

The day of the monster lap¬ 
top is ending, with the 
larger members of the 
species taking up perma¬ 
nent residence in homes as 
“desktop replacements,” 
while lighter, nimbler run¬ 
about models are taking 
advantage of the 
era of USB keys and 
net storage and los¬ 
ing their disc 
drives. 

On the high 

end is Toshi¬ 
ba’s R600, 

sort of 



. 


< 55 ^ Os Qilamand (oAri^tma^ 
at> ^rio/e^em/en^ ( *^eioe//er& 


L. a ^ 00ct Certified Canadian 
k Diamond Ring, apprajsJf^ 
Rvalue over$io,op<y 



AirBoolc for the PC world. 
A fully featured Vista ma¬ 
chine, it slims down both 
weight and battery con¬ 
sumption thanks to a 
128GB solid state hard 
drive, but still 
manages to in¬ 
clude a 
DVD 
disc 
drive. 
Dell’s Mi¬ 
ni 9 is the 
chunkiest of 
the mini 
notebooks at 
2.28 pounds, and runs 
XP on an Intel Atom chip 
on a 16GB solid state drive, 
though an Ubuntu Linux 
version is available with a 
32GB SSD. It has an 8.9- 





inch widescreen 
LED screen, and 
the keyboard has 
shifted some pe¬ 
ripheral key 
placement 
around to fit its 
tight dimen¬ 
sions 

READERS 

Sony 
Reader 
PRS-505 
($299) 

Sony 
Reader 
PRS-700 
($ 399 ) 

The paperless library 
might be further in the 
future than the 
paperless office, 
even, but the day 
will come when 
we’ll do our read¬ 
ing on sheets of e- 
inlc. 

The two current 
models of Sony’s 
Reader are actual¬ 
ly very different; 
the PRS-505 is 


slightly 
more 
low- 
tech, 
with 
page 
turns 
and 
menu 
accessi¬ 
ble 

through small but dis¬ 
crete buttons, while the 
PRS-700 has a slicker 
touchscreen interface 
with page turns made by a 
flick of the finger. 


ANNUAL WINTER 
SALE NOW ON! 



clothing 

ITU 

company 


STILL THE BIGGEST & STILL THE BEST... Place to Shop for Christmas 


11248 - 170 STREET I PH: 780.484.6342 
TOLL FREE: 1.800.896.4385 
MORE GREAT GIFT IDEAS AT: 
WWW.INDEPENDENTJEWELLERS.NET 


10127 - 124 Street, Edmonton, ALberta, 780-488-7277 
Hours: Monday - Friday 10-5:30, Thursday 10-8, Saturday 10-5 


www.tkclothing.ca 
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#1 iStiK 


« forher 


For the 
stylista 


#4 


Comfort 
and joy 


Hostess gift 

Ceramic Slush Happens Snowman Mug, $ 9.99 each, 
at Hallmark, hallmark.com. metro news services 
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Tinseltown treats 



TIS THE SEASON! 




YOURS TO SPEND. 
YOURS TO GIVE. 


With the purchase of a $25 ABC Gift Card, 
there's a $5 bonus for you to use as you wish! 


EDMONTON 

780.484.2500 10804 - 170th St. 
780.456.7688 12707 - 140th Ave. 


780.436.5411 4485 Gateway Blvd (Greenwood Inn) 


Book Your Party Now 


COUNTRY 

^^•DTICMTIAYTO AATIU A I 


PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE AT MOST LOCATIONS 


Visit: mo 85 i.com 
Twin pocket knot bag in 
aubergine, $400. Available 
at m0851’s online store. 


Visit: food, drug and mass 
market retailers 
The Goody Luxe collection 
ranges from $4.49-$8.99. 


Visit: frenchconnection.com 
Ladies watch, $198, and 
ladies vest, $39.99, both by 
French Connection. 


Phone: 1-800-363-8737 
Visit: tilley.com 

Tilley’s Travel Jersey Wrap, 
$79. Also in black and red. 



#5 


Tasty 
tea treats 



#6 


Dazzle 

her 



#7 


For the 
supermama 



#8 


Help keep 
her afe 


Visit: languageoftheleaf.com 
Bombay Chai tea in 
elegant white tin, $10.99. 
More under “Gifts” on site. 


Visit: bananarepublic.ca 
Bib necklace, $98. 
Available at Banana 
Republic. 


Visit: mamamio.com 
Mama Mio SuperMama 
Kit, $85. Available 
exclusively at The Bay. 


Phone: 1-800-663-8613 
Visit: wintertrax.ca 
Avoid falling on ice with 
Wintertrax, $19.99. 



bugatti 


u 

v :mV 

>41 


Val Berg’s 

MENS WEAR GROUP 
CITY CENTRE - 780.424.3424 

10200 - 102 AVENUE, EDMONTON 

LENDRUM PLACE - 780.435.6470 

5722 - 111 STREET, EDMONTON 



2 



floe boutiq 


ue 


A 


10106 124 Street, Edmonton 
780-447-9964 • www.flocboutique.com 
Mon-Wed-Fri 10-6, Thur 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5 

Casual • Work Wear • Footwear • Party Wear • Accessories 















































Thousands of gifts tucked 
inside one beautiful giftcard. 


The giftcard millions of Canadians love to give and receive. 
Redeemable on books, gifts, toys and more. 


Chapters Indigo coles 


chapters.indigo.ca 
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Get festive 

Quo Holiday Emery Boards, $ 1.99 each at Shoppers Drug Mart. 
Go to shoppersdrugmart.ca for more, metro news services 



Something for the reader on your list 






SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27 


10116 124 STREET B780 488 


Ten Slcatepunlc Greats” and 
“Bootybass”, the compre¬ 
hensive guide contains a 
euphonically assorted se¬ 
lection that will both en¬ 
tertain and educate even 
the elitist of audiophiles. 


Slumdog 

Millionaire 

Autho Vikas Swarup 
Publisher: Harper Perennial 
Price: $ 17-95 (paperback) 


won the People’s Choice 
Award at the Toronto Inter¬ 
national Film Festival. 


Through 

Black Si 


pruce 


WHEN AN UNLIKELY, une- 
ducated young man from 
the slums of Mumbai walks 
away with the top prize on 
ante-upped game show 
Who Will 
Win a Bil¬ 
lion?, 

there’s cer¬ 
tain suspi¬ 
cion his tal¬ 
ent for triv¬ 
ia must be 
the result of 
cheating. 

But 18-year-old waiter Ram 
Mohammad Thomas insists 
he just knew the answers. 
In Slumdog Millionaire 
(originally published as 
Q&A), Thomas animatedly 
relives his past to convince 
a lawyer just how a teen 
that never read a newspa¬ 
per went from slumdog to 
stinking rich. Sparkling 
and smart, Slumdog Mil¬ 
lionaire bridges class and 
virtue in a touching, mod¬ 
ern image of India. The 
book was adapted to film 
this year by Trainspotting 
director Danny Boyle and 


Author: Joseph Boyden 
Publisher: Viking Canada 
Price: $34 (hardcover) 

MEET WILL BIRD. He’s the 
Cree native bush pilot 
who’s found himself in a 
coma after drunlcenly 
crashing his plane. Meet 
Annie Bird. She’s Will’s 
niece who is consumed by 
locating her supermodel 
sister Suzanne. While 

Will’s experiences reflect 
an archaic Aboriginal way 
of life, Annie’s speak to 
the modern state of native 
Canada. Like their genera¬ 
tions, Annie and Will’s 
stories seem like they’re a 
world apart. But in 
Through Black Spruce, 
Joseph Boyden explores 
just how similar each char¬ 
acter’s quest to find his 
own identi¬ 
ty is. Like 
two tales in 
one, 2008 
Scotiabanlc 
Giller Prize 
winner 
Through 
Black 
Spruce 
contrasts Annie’s 
desolate voyage to North 
American fashion capitals 
with Will’s tempestuous 
past in finding the com¬ 
mon bond of family. 


J 0 SEPH BOYdem 

through 

black 

SPRUCE 


Books to excite young minds 


WOMEN'S 

ACCESSORIES 


3344E GINGERAPPAREL.CA 


Publishe Simon & Schuster 
Canada 


Price; $ 18.99 (paperback) 


FROM DAVID BOWIE’S 

pared down, post-Ziggy 
tune “Heroes”, through 
Bjorlc’s Homogenic hom¬ 
age to Iceland, Joga, to 
Beirut’s Balkan love ballad 
Postcards from Italy, The 
Pitchfork 500 picks the top 
songs “from punk to the 
present” perfect for the 
music snob 
in your life. 

Assembled 
by six edi¬ 
tors and 
38 contrib¬ 
utors, and 
divided 
by year 
segments, The Pitchfork 
500 provides the genre- 
spanning baclc-stories to 
some of music’s greatest 
songs and artists. Inter¬ 
spersed with niche genre 
capsules like “Grindcore: 


The Tales of 

Beedle the Bard 

Author: J .K. Rowling 
Publisher: Penguin Canada 
Price: $ 14-50 (hardcover) 

ONE YEAR AGO, J.K. Rowl¬ 
ing auctioned off just seven 
handmade, self-illustrated 
copies of The Tales of Beedle 


the Bard, 
her quin¬ 
tet of 
short chil¬ 
dren’s sto¬ 
ries. But 
this holi¬ 
day season 
sees Rowl¬ 
ing finally release the sto¬ 
ries for mass publication. 


The Tales extend on Harry 
Potter-mania, offering a se¬ 
lection that acts to set up 
the final Potter publication, 
Hariy Potter and the Death¬ 
ly HalloWS. BRIAN COULTON 
/FOR METRO CANADAA 


See more books that are 
sure to excite young minds 
at metronews.ca 


Editor: Scott Plagenhoef 

and Ryan Schreiber 




BRIAN COULTON 

for Metro Canada 

fT* P 


This holiday season, travel 
to northern Ontario, India, 
into history and through 
the minds of the world’s 
greatest achievers by stuff¬ 
ing one of these four 
books in the stocking of 
the book lover in your life. 
Metro recommends these 
novel novels for a taste of 
the latest and greatest 


works by Canadian and in¬ 
ternational authors. 

Outliers: 

The Story of Success 

Autho Malcolm Gladwell 

Publisher: H.B Fenn 
& Company Ltd. 

Price: $ 30.99 (hardcover) 

THE CANADIAN-RAISED 

author of The Tipping 
Point and Blink and staffer 
at The New Yorker exam¬ 


ines the grounds for great¬ 
ness in Outliers: The Story 
of Success. In Out¬ 
liers, Gladwell 
begs to relate 
why certain peo¬ 
ple are so much 
more successful 
than the social 
norm. While con¬ 
sidering factors 
like culture, birth 
year, geographic origin 
and social status, Gladwell 
identifies real examples to 


unlock the secrets to suc¬ 
cess. Among the cases ex¬ 
amined, he probes why 
certain male children 
excel in hockey com¬ 
pared to others, what 
Mozart, The Beatles 
and Bill Gates share 
that made them suc¬ 
cessful and the histori¬ 
cal reason why Asian 
kids perform so much bet¬ 
ter in mathematics than 
other children. 

The Pitchfork 500 




20-40% Off 

selected merchandise 

Gift Cards Available 


8111-102 Street Edmonton, AB 780.433.6614 www.derks.ca 


Corneliani • Strellson • Ted Baker • Versace • Lanza • Sand • Tiger of Sweden • Omega 



















































The be/t gift/ come in 
the /molle/t package/! 





Give the Zeller/ Gift Cord... 

It’/ the Gift Card 
uuith endle/r po//ibilitie/! 



Vi/it uuuuui.zeller/.com 

for more great Gift Cord/. 



Gift Card/ are redeemable at: 

The Bay, Zeller/ & Home Outfitter/ 
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J-CoCiday Shopping Guide V 


For the stylista 

MaryJane pumps, $29, by Joe Fresh Style. 
For more, go to joe.ca . metro news services 


Tool time 




Get 

Smart 



Lightweight 
tool kit 


Visit: blackanddecker.com 
This Smart Select Jigsaw, 
$44.99, features a range of 
settings. 


Visit: homedepot.ca 
Ryobi 4-Piece Lithium-ion 
Power Tool Kit, $169. 
Includes Hybrid Saw. 



Help him 
tune in 


Visit: dewalt.com 
DeWalt Cordless Job Site 
Radio, $198. At Home De¬ 
pot, home-based retailers. 


© Hammer 
time 

Phone: 1-800-567-7705 
Visit: bostitch.com 
Bostitch Graphite Mallet, 
$55.99. 


#5 


Set ’em 
straight 


Visit: utrdecorating.com 
Hang & Level, $19.99. 
Available at home-based 
retailers across Canada. 



If you're going to shop anyway, make it count. 

UNICEF cards and gifts are available right in your neighbourhood. Shop today and make 
a real difference in the lives of children with the things you buy. 

Shop for Cards & Gifts at UNICEF Kiosks: 3 -1311-102nd St. N.W. 

West Edmonton Mall - 8882-170 St. 
Edmonton City Centre -102 Ave. & 101 St. 


Shop for Cards at these retailers: 


Piiii'l imports §awi§^f«Mi§ 

(Selected locations) 


RONA 


the Say 


(Selected locations) (Selected locations) 


Shop online at shopunicef.ca or by phone at 1 888 777-0380. 



Give her a 
Day of Beauty 

Indulge her with 5 hours of 
pampering from head to toe... 

• deep cleansing facial • body massage 

• manicure • pedicure 

• makeup application • champagne lunch 

Plus a free spa gift 


Edmonton 

Enter online to win 

St. Albert 

11311-104 Ave. 

A Day of Beauty! 

25 St. Michael St. 

424-2487 

focus-on-you.com 

460-9971 
























































THE NEW 
OWNER’S 
GUARANTEE 


1. No System Access Fees 

2. Free text alerts for budget control 

3. No term contract necessary 

4. We give back with FidoDollars™ every time 
you use your phone 


IF YOU SHARE OUR CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, PLEASE USE ONLINE BILLING. VISIT FIDO.CA/BILLING. 

1. Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the monthly plan, long-distance and roaming charges and any additional options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed monthly. 2. With 2-year Fido Agreement. An early cancellation 
fee applies. 3. Limited-time offer available until December 31,2008 on new activations. Activation fee will appear as a credit on your first invoice. Offers and pricing subject to change without prior notice. ™ Fido & design and FidoDollars are trademarks 
of Fido Solutions Inc. © 2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 


FIDO STORES 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Southgate Centre 


EXCLUSIVE DEALERS 

CELLULAR BABY 
West Edmonton Mall 
GENERATION WIRELESS 
City Centre 


HAIR OF THE DOG 
Northgate Centre 
West Edmonton Mall 
OMEGACELL 
10376 78 Avenue 


UNIPAGE 

Mill Woods Town Centre 
West Edmonton Mall 
Londonderry Mall 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


b:§ booth 
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Staying in is the new dining out? 

According to the latest Eating Patterns In Canada (EPIC) report from The NPD Group, a full 88 per cent of respondents revealed their intentions to decrease the 

amount of time spent dining out in restaurants, choosing the comforts of home instead, metro news services 


Food 


ft 


\Just 5 Things: Easy Gourmet Cooking 
with Just a Handful of Ingredients is true 
to its word — all recipes contain only five 
ingredients 


In colour 


[ 300 , 


Metro News Services 


The Reader's Digest 
book, by Rachel Lane, 
contains more than 330 
recipes, all illustrated 
with full-colour 
photographs. 


EDITOR: NINA DRAGICEVIC, NINA. DRAG ICE VI C/S) METRONEWS.CA 


Try these season's eatings 



Sticky Toffee Pudding is a 
classic dessert of British 
origins. It is a winter 
dessert when warm and 
comforting — it really hits 
the spot. Wishing you de¬ 
licious season’s eatings! 

Sticky Toffee Puddings 

Makes 8 servings. 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1-1/2 cups (375 mL) 
pitted dates (about 8 
oz/250 g), chopped 

• 1 tsp (5 mL) baking soda 

• 3/4 cup (175 mL) boiling 
water 

• 1 tsp (5 mL) vanilla 

• 1-1/4 cups (300 mL) all¬ 
purpose flour 

• 1/2 tsp (2 mL) baking 
powder 

• 1/2 tsp (2 mL) salt 

• 1/3 cup (75 mL) butter, 
softened 

• 1/2 cup (125 mL) dark 
brown sugar 

• 2 eggs 

Toffee Sauce: 

• 3/4 cup (175 mL) dark 
brown sugar 

• 4 tsp (20 mL) cornstarch 

• 1 cup (250 mL) milk 

• 2 tbsp (30 mL) butter 

• 1 tsp (5 mL) vanilla 

METHOD: 

Place dates and baking so¬ 
da in a heatproof bowl. 
Pour boiling water over, 
stir and submerge dates in 
water; let stand 10 min¬ 
utes until dates are well- 
softened. Mash with a fork. 
Stir in vanilla. 



There are just about as many recipes for sticky toffee pudding as people who make them. 


Meanwhile, preheat 
oven to 350°F (180°C). But¬ 
ter 8 ramekin or custard 
cups. Whisk together 
flour, baking powder and 
salt, set aside. 

In a bowl, beat butter 
and brown sugar together 
until creamy. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating well 
after each addition. Fold in 
flour mixture then date 
mixture until evenly 
mixed (don’t overmix). Di¬ 
vide batter between cups, 
filling about 3/4’s full. 

Place ramekins on a 
baking sheet and bake un¬ 
til puddings spring back 
when lightly touched or 
toothpick inserted in cen¬ 
tre comes out clean, about 
25 minutes. Transfer 
ramekins to wire rack to 
cool 10 minutes. Run a 
knife around edges to 
loosen. 

While puddings are bak¬ 
ing, make sauce. In a 4 
cup (1 L) glass measure or 
bowl, whisk sugar and 
cornstarch together. 
Whisk in milk until 
smooth. Microwave, un¬ 


covered at High for 2 to 3 
minutes or until mixture 
comes to a boil and thick¬ 
ens. Whisk a few times 
during cooking. Stir in but¬ 
ter until melted, then 
vanilla. Makes about 1-1/4 
cups (300 mL). 

To serve, turn warm 
puddings out onto individ¬ 
ual plates and serve with 
warm Toffee Sauce. 

When the days are short 


and the long, cold nights 
descend early, the Festival 
of Chanukah arrives. Dur¬ 
ing this time, dairy dishes 
are customary and this 
recipe from Norene’s 
Healthy Kitchen: Eat Your 
Way to Good Health by 
Norene Gilletz (Whitecap 
Books, $ 35 ) is both light 
and decadent. 

Decadent Marbled 
Cheesecake 


Makes 12 servings. 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 lb (500 g) light cream 
cheese, cut in chunks 

• 1/2 lb (250 g) nonfat 
pressed (smooth) cottage 
cheese, cut into chunks 

• 1 cup (250 mL) granulat¬ 
ed sugar 

• 2 eggs plus 2 egg whites 
(or 3 eggs) 

• 1 tbsp (15 mL) Passover 
brandy or liqueur 

• 3 oz (75 g) dark, 
bittersweet chocolate, 
melted (or V 2 cup/125 mL 
chocolate chips) 

METHOD: 

Preheat oven to 350°F 
(180°C). Fill a baking pan 
half-full with water and 
place it on the bottom rack 
of the oven. (The steam 
helps prevent the cheese¬ 
cake from cracking.) Spray 
a 10-inch ceramic quiche 
dish with cooking spray. 

In a food processor fitted 
with steel blade, process 
cream cheese, cottage 
cheese and sugar until 
smooth, about 30 seconds. 
Add eggs and brandy; 


process until well-mixed, 
about 25 to 30 seconds 
longer. (Don’t over¬ 
process.) Remove 1 cup 
(250 mL) batter and mix 
with melted chocolate un¬ 
til blended. 

Pour the white batter in¬ 
to prepared dish. Pour 
chocolate batter over 
white batter in a wide cir¬ 
cle, about 1/2-inch (1 cm) 
in from the sides of the 
dish; there should be a 
bull’s-eye of white batter 
in the center. Cut through 
the batter carefully with a 
knife to create a marbled 
effect. Don’t blend the bat¬ 
ter too much or the mar¬ 
bled effect will disappear. 

Bake on middle rack for 
30 to 35 minutes or until 
centre jiggles slightly 
when you shake the dish, 
but cheesecake isn’t sticky 
when touched lightly with 
fingertips. Let cool com¬ 
pletely, then cover with 
plastic wrap and refriger¬ 
ate. 


Barb Holland is a professional home 
economist and food writer who believes in 
shopping locally and in season. 


Canadian Living magazine is on sale now! 


Canadian Living recipe of the month 


Chocolate Peanut Butter Pudding Cake 


INGREDIENTS: 

3/4 cup (175 mL) all¬ 
purpose flour 
1/3 cup (75 mL) granulated 
sugar 

1 tsp (5 mL) baking 
powder 

1/3 cup (75 mL) milk 

1 egg, beaten 

3 tbsp (45 mL) natural 

peanut butter 

3/4 cup (175 mL) packed 


brown sugar 

1/4 cup (50 mL) cocoa pow¬ 
der 

1 cup (250 mL) boiling wa¬ 
ter 

METHOD: 

In large bowl, whisk to¬ 
gether flour, granulated 
sugar and baking powder. 
Whisk together milk, egg 
and peanut butter; stir in¬ 
to flour mixture. Scrape 


into greased 8- 
inch (2 L) square 
glass baking 
dish. 

In heat-proof bowl, 
whisk brown sugar with 
cocoa powder; whisk in 
boiling water until 
smooth. Pour over cake; do 
not stir. Bake in 350°F 
(180°C) oven until cake is 
firm to touch, about 30 



For more great recipes, visit 
metronews.ca. 

minutes. Let cool for 10 
minutes. 

Makes 6 servings. 





































Q 12” two topper pizzas 
Q 355ml cans of pop 

Q FREE bag of brownies 


m 


do 


the. 


wSkma 


us 


Office gatherings 
Family get-togethers 
Friendly affairs 


Hot * fresh 

PIZZA 73 


V ' r ww.pizza7 3. coitv 


monton call: 


(7.0) 473-7373 

..... + 


Taxes and delivery extra. Expires December 
31, 2008. Some restrictions apply. SATISFAC¬ 
TION GUARANTEED: If you’re not satisfied 
with your order, call 310-7373 and we’ll make 
things right. ®\TM Coca-Cola Ltd., used under 
license. 











metro 


metronews.ca 


Thursday, December 18,2008 


26 


Style 




-2 MZ'A 



Vuitton flagship planned in Tokyo cancelled 

LVMH, the world's biggest luxury goods group, has scrapped a planned Louis Vuitton flagship store in Tokyo's 
glitzy Ginza shopping district, as a spreading recession takes the lustre off designer brands. Reuters 


A fashion statement with a message 

Italian Jewelry line DeMaria is celebrating the 6 oth anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights with a unique and timeless collection. The jewelry line includes pendants, 
bracelets and rings (left) engraved with words and phrases taken directly from the original 
document. Each item is made of solid 925 silver and comes in a variety of plating including 
white silver, yellow gold and black ruthenium. Ranging in price from $350 to $ 475 , the col¬ 
lection is available at Exclusive Diamonds ( exclusive-diamonds.com ). metro news service 


EDITOR: ANN-MARIE COLACINO, AN N-MARIE.COLACINO/S) METRO NEWS.CA 


Heat up the holidays with lace 


Style Fil 


Kim 

r j 

Elbo 

lk 

kim.elbo@gmail.com 


ask kim 

I bought a New Year’s Eve 
dress that’s a tad tight and 
now I need to buy shapewear 
that will smooth out the ap¬ 
pearance of my undergar¬ 
ments. Do you have any 
suggestions? 

We’ve all gone running to 
Spanx, but the U.S.-based 
company isn’t the only one 
helping us out when it 
comes to unwanted bulges; 
Joe Fresh carries similar 
body slimming shorts and 
Vancouver designer Twin 
Syndrome is shaping our 
tummy’s with high-waisted 
underwear. 

E-mail your style questions 
to kim.elbo@gmail.com. 



Body Suit 

Designer: La Senza 
Shop: La Senza 
Address: Various Locations 
losenzo.com 



Lingerie 

Surprise your man this holiday with a little lace. Body 
skimming lace, ruffles, garters and fishnets are all the 
things needed for a good night. Wear these garments 
underneath your holiday dress or keep them bed side 
for a special night. Head to Agent Provocateur for 
kinky but classy luxe lingerie and accessories. If 
your budget is a little tight, La Senza has got you 
(semi) covered with sheer body suits and sassy camis 
and bottoms from the new Pussy Cat Dolls collection. 


Embroidered Bodice 

Designer: Change 
Price: Top - $145, Bottom- $38 
Shop: Change 
Address: Various Locations 
chonge.com 


Lacy Basque 

Designer: Agent Provocateur 
Shop: Agent Provocateur 
ogentprovocoteur. com 


V 

I 




Vancouver’s Kim Elbo has a passion for 
fashion. Here she shares the latest style tips. 


Bath Robe 

Designer: Aerie 
Shop: Aerie 

Address: Various Locations 
oe.com 



Silk Robe 

Designer: 
Change 
Shop: Change 
Address: Various 
Locations 
chonge.com 



Sheer Kimono 

Designer: 
Madame V 
Shop: Flesh 
fleshlingerie.com 


tip: Always lay your underwire bras flat to dry, never put them in the dryer. Over time the heat from ma¬ 
chine drying can warp and distort the wires in your bra. 


accessory \ 

Are you naughty or nice? ! 

Use it as a blindfold or 

simply for sleeping. Avail- g I 

able at Agent Provocateur X g 

(agentprovocateur.com) » ^|| 


Robes 

Cover up before you get out of bed. Whether 
you’re gifting or buying for yourself, here are the 
three must-have robes for your boudoir. The ki¬ 
mono robe is a popular cut that will never go out 
of style. The sheer kimono by Madame V is a Katie 
Holmes-Cruise 
favourite. The silk 
robe is the type 
worn over lingerie, 
it’s elegant and feels 
soft against the 
skin. And the plush 
teny cloth robe is 
perfect for the spa 
feel and great after 
a long bath. 


GlobalStyle 


Kenya 

Hunt 




1 


Check out Kenya’s best/worst 
dressed list, exclusively 
at metronews.ca/globalstyle 


‘\ 7 aHoOJ lifestyle 

Everything about life, updated every day. 


CANADA 


Give holiday stress the boot! 

We’ve got 6 simple tips to help just 
about anybody stay on top of things this 
holiday season. 

Are you getting more stressed out as 
the holidays approach? Does the mere 
thought of not finding the perfect gift 
for each person, entertaining people 
at home, or finding the right dress for 
the office party make you nervous? The 
holiday season is supposed to be fun... 
but for those who need to juggle work, 
a household, gifts and entertaining, it can 
sometimes seem like an obstacle course. 


Here are a few basic rules to follow in order 
to avoid getting too stressed out and to 
help you enjoy this special season. 

Have fun 

Once your guests are in the house, relax 
and enjoy their presence. You’ll notice that 
people are always willing to lend a hand, 
so accept it if they offer. Also, there’s no 
shame in not having everything on the 
table when the guests arrive. 

(continued online...) 


To read more, visit 


lifestyle.yahoo.ca 



Bruni sues fashion chain 


legal French first lady Car¬ 
la Bruni-Sarlcozy is suing a 
fashion chain for selling 
bags emblazoned with 
nude images of her in the 
latest legal action over the 
presidential couple’s im¬ 
age. 

At a court hearing on 
Monday in the French In¬ 
dian Ocean island of Re¬ 
union, Bruni-Sarkozy’s 
lawyer said the former 
model was demanding 
125,000 euros ($168,300) 
in damages from local 
chain Pardon which sold 
the bags there for a few 
days. 

“This little-lcnown com¬ 
pany is using the image of 
a famous person in a 
shocking way ... for media 
attention,” Gesche Le Fur 
told the court in the is- 



Carla 

Bruni-Sarkozy 


land’s 
capital, 

Saint De¬ 
nis. 

Bruni- 
Sarkozy, 

40, rose 
to fame 
as a mod¬ 
el before 
becoming 

a pop singer. Public inter¬ 
est in her has surged since 
her whirlwind romance 
with President Nicolas 
Sarkozy, whom she mar¬ 
ried in February less than 
three months after they 
met. 

The couple have repeat¬ 
edly gone to court over 
image issues, attracting 
criticism that they are too 
focused on trivial matters. 
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Achieve big sound in a small space 



Despite the small digs, condo owners shouldn't feel limited in their home-entertainment options. 


ANNE GAFIUK 

for Source Media Group 


No longer limited to high- 
end, executive homes any¬ 
more, condo owners and 
shoppers looking to own 
an awesome home theatre 
and audio system have 
some tricked-out options. 

“Everything that can be 
done in a house, we can do 
in a condo, says Warren 
Press, president of Calgaiy’s 
Holmes Theater, which ad¬ 
vises first checking condo 
bylaws to see what’s al¬ 
lowed before putting speak¬ 
ers in the walls ceilings. 

Though sound transfer 
between units is the 
biggest issue, Press says it 
doesn’t have to be prohibi¬ 
tive. “Bass is the biggest 
challenge, but it can be at¬ 
tenuated with very good 


insulation behind dry- 
wall.” Bass shakers are an¬ 
other way to get around 
deep noises, with the 
transducers actualy built 
into chairs or couches for a 
complete viewing experi¬ 
ence. 

In a condo, maximizing 
what an owner can do with 
square footage is funda¬ 
mental. Flat screen televi¬ 
sions, projectors and large 
screens are becoming 
mainstream, and are quite 
well suited for condos, says 
Press. “There are many so¬ 
lutions for full automation 
and light control, too, al¬ 
lowing for mood settings 
and music selection, for 
example, all tied together.” 

For those who prefer not 
to have the television as a 
room’s focal point, motor¬ 
ized screens or artwork de¬ 
signed to fit over a screen 


are additional options for 
smaller spaces, and have 
become a recent trend. 

But bigger is not always 
better, especially given 
that owning a condo often 


goes hand-in-hand with 
shared walls, and a certain 
implied level of respect for 
who you’re sharing with. 

Small, quality sound sys¬ 
tems are available, includ¬ 


ing the Denon micro sys¬ 
tem, the Linn Classic mu¬ 
sic and movie systems, and 
Arcam’s Solo series, says 
Simon Wilson, manager at 
Audio Ark in Edmonton. “A 


condo owner wants a hap¬ 
py relationship with his or 
her neighbour, so don’t 
walk out of the store with 
a big subwoofer.” 

Space considerations, 
aesthetics, bylaws or house 
rules, should always be 
concerns. “People have to 
remember when they live 
in condos there are people 
beside, below and above 
them, in most cases. We 
want to provide clients 
with quality over fidelity at 
low volume,” Wilson says. 

Simplicity and ease of 
operation always weigh in 
to the deliberations. “Most 
people just want to put in 
a CD or DVD without hav¬ 
ing to fiddle with it, yet 
have the quality of sound 
they expect,” says Wilson. 
“These systems do this.” 

EDITED FOR LENGTH BY 
METRO CALGARY 








Bell 


plans 
just got 
better 


► 


Better deal. 
Better hurry. 


PREFERRED 

PLAN 


$ 


15 


25/MO. 


For a limited time, take advantage of: 

• 200 local anytime minutes, plus 50 bonus minutes 1 

• Unlimited local evening and weekend minutes, starting at 6 p.m. 

• Call Waiting and Conference Calling 2 


LG Rumour™ 


; 0 


3-yr. term 3 
($249.95 no term) 



Available at the following Bell stores: 


Edmonton 

10603 107 Avenue 
780 497-8887 


Edmonton 

11150 149 Street 
780 451-7777 


Edmonton 

17551 100 Ave. 
780 498-0069 


Edmonton 

Abbottsfield 
Shoppers Mall 
780 477-7795 


Edmonton 

Capilano Mall 
780 469-3880 


Edmonton 

Northgate Centre 
780 478 9815 


Offer ends December 31, 2008. Available to employees/members of eligible organizations (and their immediate family, with employee/member as account holder) 
with proof of employment/affiliation, on a 3-yr contract. Ask in-store for list of eligible organizations. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high 
speed mobile network coverage areas. Weeknights Mon-Thur, 6pm-7am; Weekends Fri 6pm-Mon 7am. Other monthly fees, i.e., e9-1-1 (75e), system access (not a 
government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation ($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) may apply outside your local 
area. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions 
apply. (1) 50 bonus minutes apply during the initial contract term. (2) Simultaneous use of airtime. (3) With new activation on a monthly voice plan. Rumour is a 
trademark of LG Electronics Inc. Windows Live is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. 


Last-minute festive decor 


HomeScape 



f you’re one of 
those people who 
honestly do intend to 
put up Christmas deco¬ 
rations but haven’t yet 
gotten around to it, don’t 
worry There really is time 
before your in-laws come 
knocking at the door ... but 
not much. 

What you need is a plan 
to minimize work and 
maximize your holiday 
decor impact. Luckily, 
some of us have been 
there, and are willing to 
share the art of laying on 
the Christmas cheer pretty 
close to the deadline. 

Rule No. 1 is to scale 
down — concentrate on do¬ 
ing more with less. Tiy to 
avoid plastering the house 
with every last piece of 
Christmas finery you’ve ac¬ 
quired over the last decade. 
For a classy look, less is 
more. Be selective. 

It can be handy to go 
with a theme in order to 
choose which decorations 
you need to use, and which 
ones you need to keep 
stored away. 

You may decide to go 
with ornaments of a cer- 


Stuck for a holiday-decor 
theme? Tried-and-true op 
tions include high-shine 
and natural looks — 
and you can 
always resort 
to some com¬ 
bination of 
red, green 
gold and silver. 


tain colour, 
for example. If you do, pick 
colours that harmonize 
with your home decor. 

But you’re at a loss about 
how to coordinate holiday 
decor with your purple 
walls, you can always go 
for some combination of 
red, green, gold and silver, 
which always works well at 
Christmas. 

If you’re willing to be ad¬ 
venturous, you could go 
with a theme, such as orna¬ 
ments from a certain time, 
like ’70s disco, or an old- 
fashioned Victorian-loolc- 
ing Christmas, or a “bling” 
Christmas using baubles 
and enormous rings. 

Something unique can 
be refreshingly original, 
but the old standards can 
be quite lovely, too. As al¬ 
ways, traditional colours al¬ 
ways look great with ever¬ 
green boughs, pinecones, 
grasses, branches and 
berries. .Although the natu¬ 
ral look may not be new 
and exciting, it looks reli¬ 
ably classy. 

When it comes to choos¬ 



ing ar¬ 
eas of the house to deco¬ 
rate, stick to a few highly 
visible areas. A Christmas 
tree is obligatoiy in most 
houses. Other visible areas 
include the front door or 
windows, a fireplace man¬ 
tel and a staircase railing. 

Unless your children or 
family members are stick¬ 
lers for the traditional tree, 
you do not necessarily have 
to cut one and drag it 
home. To keep things easi¬ 
er, go for a bunch of large 
evergreen boughs arranged 
into a large vase, or a small 
pine in a pot which you can 
transplant in your garden 
or use as a house plant af¬ 
terwards. 

Swags of fabric can also 
work nicely, draped and 
arranged prettily, and in¬ 
terspersed with shiny orna¬ 
mentation or wrapped 
around sparkly LED lights 
that remain cool when 
turned on. 


Sylvia Putz is a journalist with an interest in 
decor and design. She's written for the TV show 
Arresting Design; sputz(aarrestingdesign.com. 
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Mamma Mia! sinks Titanic 

Meryl Streep has sunk the Titanic in international waters. The unflagging cheerfulness of Abba conquered the red-hot chemistry between Leo and 
Kate this week as Mamma Mia! nudged aside the 11-time Oscar winner as the top-grossing film of all time at the U.K. box office, eonline.com 
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Twilight pirate? 

Will Rob Pattinson be joining John¬ 
ny ny Depp's band of buccaneers in 
the upcoming Pirates of the 
Caribbean instalment? An unsourced 
rumour claims the Twilight star might 
join the franchise. eonline.com 


Fall Out Boy whips up prog-pop 


MusicReviews 

musicO metronews.ca 


Fall Out Boy 

Album: Folie a Deux 
Label: Island _ 

Rating: 


FALL OUT BOY 

throws its 
punk pop 
identity out 
the window 
in exchange 
for some¬ 
thing much grander and 
ambitious in scope. It seems 
that lyricist/bassist Pete 
Wentz is now moving in 
much loftier circles since 
manying pop princess Ash- 
lee Simpson. He’s rubbing 
musical elbows with Elvis 
Costello, Lil Wayne and 
Deborah Harry, who add vo¬ 
cals to this album. The 
band’s pop sensibilities re¬ 
main, but are almost lost in 
a mix of strings, keyboards 
and uberdense production. 
The band seems to be striv¬ 
ing to creative something 
that could only be called 
prog-pop. A noble cause. 
There are times when it 
works with huge success 
like on What A Catch Don¬ 
nie, but at others it lacks fo¬ 
cus. This CD may turn off 
old fans and probably won’t 
win Fall Out Boy any new 
ones. Still the band gets ma¬ 
jor points for trying to 
break out of its cocoon. 

Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 
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See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 



Globa [Style 



Exclusively at 
metronews.co/globalstyle 


Keyshia Cole 

Album: A Different Me 
Label: Geffen/Universal 

Rating: 


AFTER RE¬ 
LEASING an 

album ti¬ 
tled Just 
Like You, 
some 
Keyshia 
Cole fans might be a bit 
concerned by the name of 
their R&B super-starlet’s 
follow-up, A Different Me. 
They can relax. Cole’s 
mastery of the smooth, 
infectious soul hasn’t 
waned, and it’s still on 
full display here. What’s 
different is her attitude. 
While she’s usually fo¬ 
cused on pain and hurt, 
this time around the Oak¬ 
land-born songstress is far 




The All-American Rejects’ name has more bite than its music. 


more upbeat and positive 
— both in her lyrics, 
which are generally about 
relationships, and her 


music. It’s a great step 
forward for this rising 
star. 

Bryan Borzykowski/for Metro Canada 


All-American Rejects 

Album: When The 

World Comes Down _ 

Label: Interscope/Universal 

Rating: 


WHINEY POP 

rock. Insipid 
lyrics, like 
“brealcin’ is 
what your 
heart is for,” 
make it obvious this band’s 
name has more bite than its 
music. The Rejects’ third al¬ 
bum is made partly palat¬ 
able by the gang vocals on 
Gives You Hell, the un¬ 
abashed adolescent pawing 
of I Wanna and the surpris¬ 
ingly sophisticated vocal 
mix with folk-rockers 
Catherine and Allison 
Pierce (The Pierces) on An¬ 
other Heart Calls. 

Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 


Souljaboy 

Album: iSouljaBoyTellem 
Label: Interscope/Universal 

Rating: 


WITH ITS EASI¬ 
LY accessible 
beats and 
urban dic¬ 
tionary rap 
cliches, this 
is an album 
that will be grooved to by 
suburban 12-year-old boys 
who still haven’t figured 
out how silly they look in 
their crooked ball caps and 
bling. It’s subject matter 
deals with the joys of swag, 
booty, Gucci accessories, 
and, most of all, Souljaboy. 
It’s like this 18-year-old 
wonder still can’t believe 
he’s hit the big time. Well, 
frankly, neither can we. 

Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 
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crjtics’corner— 


My Name Is Earl 

Time for a reshuffling of Earl’s 
(Jason Lee) list. One particular 
item becomes a matter of life 
and death and jumps to the top 
when a mysterious man moves 
next door to Earl and Randy 
(Ethan Suplee). Joy (Jaime 
Pressly) has her eyes on a 
prize — a monetary award in 
a science fair — “Sold a Guy a 


Lemon Car.” 9 PM on KHQ 



The Black Widow: A Web of 
Suspicion 

Sandra Bridewell was a South¬ 
ern belle and wealthy socialite 
who became known as “the 
black widow” after three of her 
husbands died suspiciously. Her 
first husband was found dead 
with slashed wrists and a bullet 
in his head. Her second died of 
cancer, and Sandra went after 
the married oncologist who treat¬ 
ed him. The oncologist’s mar¬ 
riage ended with a bullet in his 
wife’s head that the police ruled 
a suicide. Her next marriage 
also ended in a shooting death. 
Hmmm. 9 PM on A&E 
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Hasselbeck receives apology 

The View's Elisabeth Hasselbeck has received an apology from the White House after not receiving an invite to its 
annual Christmas party. Hasselbeck voiced her discontent at not being invited on The View on Tuesday, tvguide.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Madge, Guy slam 
settlement story 


settlement Madonna and 
Guy Ritchie are slamming 
recent stories about their 
divorce settlement, peo¬ 
ple.com reports. 

The joint statement — is¬ 
sued in London — came 
just days after Madonna’s 
U.S. rep gave the Associat¬ 
ed Press details of the sup¬ 
posed deal. Liz Rosenberg 
said that Madonna, 50, was 
set to hand over cash and 
property worth between 
$76 million US and $92 
million US, calling it “one 
of the largest (divorce) pay¬ 
outs ever.” 

But now the couple calls 
that informa¬ 
tion “mis¬ 
leading and 
inaccu¬ 
rate.” 1 

The state-" 
ment 



reads: “We have tried to 
maintain a dignified si¬ 
lence regarding the details 
of our divorce for the last 
few months whilst accept¬ 
ing the obvious media in¬ 
terest ... The financial de¬ 
tails of the settlement will 
remain private, save to say 
that both of us are happy 
with our agreement. 

“Our primary concern, 
like any co-parents, is the 
care and well being of our 
children.” 

The couple — whose di¬ 
vorce will become final in 
January — have two sons, 
Rocco, 8, David, 3. Madon¬ 
na has a daugh¬ 
ter, Lourdes, 
A f m4l2, f rom her 
-Hilfc relationship 

with Car¬ 
los Leon. 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


A-Rod to Christmas with Madonna? 


holidays Guess who’s com¬ 
ing home for Christmas? 
Madonna had agreed to 
give up her New York 
Christmas and spend the 
holiday with ex Guy 
Ritchie and their kids in 
the U.K., but there’s a 
catch, hollyscoop.com re¬ 
ports. Her boy toy Alex Ro¬ 
driguez is coming along 
for the ride. 

The website reports that 
Madonna and her kids 
will jet to London on 
December 23 and stay 
for Christmas, while 
A-Rod takes a different 
flight out right before 


Christmas and hangs out 
in a hotel waiting for 
Madonna to finish playing 
Mommy. 

A source tells the U.K. 
Sun: “She wants the kids to 
„be with their par¬ 
ents but wants 
ijtime with A-Rod.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Prenup for Brangelina? 


prenup While there’s been 
no official word that 
they are getting mar¬ 
ried, Brad Pitt and An¬ 
gelina Jolie are report¬ 
edly hammering out 
the details of a $200 mil¬ 
lion US prenuptial 
agreement, accord¬ 
ing to Star maga¬ 
zine. 

Pitt “wants a 
prenup in 
place that 

spells out 

everything — ( 
their fi¬ 




nances, their property and 
who will raise their chil¬ 
dren in case something 
happens,” a source 
tells the magazine. 

}] But according to an¬ 
other source close to 
^the couple, Jolie thinks 
such an agreement 
suggests 
“that deep 
down Brad may 
still harbour 
doubts.” 

METRO NEWS 


Lohan runs into her stalker 


run in Lindsay Lohan came 
face-to-face with her sus¬ 
pected stalker^ 

Tuesday 
night while 
leaving 
a club 
out- 



Phoenix, popeater.com re¬ 
ports. 

The website says she and 
Samantha Ronson were ex¬ 
iting the Jaclcrabbit Lounge 
when a man in the crowd 
jumped Lohan, trying to go 
around club security to 
meet her. 

The 38-year old man was 
tackled by police and ar¬ 
rested for disorderly con¬ 
duct. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Kidman warned she may be 'barren’ 


culture Nicole Kidman has 
been warned she may not 
have any more children — 
because she tried to play 
the didgeridoo, according 
to ananova.com 
The Oscar winner blew 
into the traditional instru- 
jnent while promot¬ 
ing her latest film 
^Australia on a 
} German televi¬ 
sion show. Co¬ 
-star Hugh Jack- 
man laughed 
and danced 
on one leg 
while she 
played dur¬ 
ing their 
appearance 



on Wetten, Dass ...?. 

But Kidman’s perform¬ 
ance upset members of the 
Aboriginal community, 
who say she should know 
that the didgeridoo is 
taboo for women. 

“People are going to see 
Nicole playing it and think 
it’s all right,” actor, screen¬ 
writer and Aboriginal lan¬ 
guage teacher Richard 
Green told the Sydney 
Morning Herald. 

“It bastardises our cul¬ 
ture. I will guarantee she 
has no more children,” he 
said. “It is not meant to be 
played by women as it will 
make them barren.” 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


HELLO! 

Hot shot of the week 




Fashion designer extraordinaire Roberto Cavalli recently invit¬ 
ed HELLO! into his opulent home in Florence, Italy, for a 
festive family celebration. Cavalli (at back) stands proudly 
with his children, their spouses and grandchildren; wife Eva is 
pictured sitting on the chair. “Christmas is one of the few oc¬ 
casions we're all together,'' she says. 

HELLO! CANADA magazine, now available on newsstands - 
read more at hellomagazine.ca 


Gosling still loves McAdams: Source 


love Ryan Gosling is still in 
love with Rachel 
McAdams, imdb.com re¬ 
ports. The pair — who met 
on the set of romantic 
movie The Notebook — 
split in November but 
friends say the actor 
can’t get over Rachel. 

A source said: “Ryan 
is still close to the 
McAdams family and he 
still speaks to Rachel, 
but they are both 
openly single. He still, 
loves Rachel, and she 
still loves him, but] 
the timing is off and 


they can’t make each other 
happy right now.” 

The 32-year-old actress is 
currently in London film¬ 
ing Guy Ritchie’s new proj¬ 
ect Sherlock Holmes, while 
Gosling is busy working 
Ion a new career in music. 
The source said: “Ryan 
is completely focused on 
^putting out his album. 
JTe is spending a 
" Hot of time in 
|the recording 
i studio.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 
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HEALTH CARE 

Acupuncture | Massage Therapy ^ | Medical Office Administrator \ 

Pharmacy Technician Early Childhood Education 

<L 

0 

TECHNOLOGY 

Network and Internet Security Specialist | Help Desk Support Analyst ^ 

Q_ 

Q 

CD 

O 

nr 

BUSINESS 

Paralegal ^ | Business Administration Management \ 


CL_ 

& LEGAL 

Professional Legal Assistant ^ | Accounting & Payroll Administrator | 

Oil & Gas Administrative Assistant | Accounting Technician ^ | 

Travel and Tourism ^ | Policing and Protection Services c ^ 


Financial Aid Available to Qualified Applicants 
Career Services Assistance 
SI High Graduate Employment Rates 
SI 9 Campuses in AB 
SI No Waitlists - Start Now! 


* Not All Programs Available 
At All Campuses. 

K Pertains To A Reeves 
College Program 

Pertains To A CDI 
College Program 


-rV REEVES COLLEGE 

REEVES EDMONTON 780-990-1650 


1 800-890-9678 

Guiding Your Success 

WWW.REEVESCOLLEGE.CA 

CDI COLLEGE 

BUSINESS • TECHNOLOGY • HEALTH CARE 

WWW.CDICOLLEGE.CA 
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- l . Today 

Mostly cloudy 

^.3K^-20 c / -23 c 



Friday 

Mostly cloudy 

■22 c / -27 c 



Saturday 

Ice fog 

- 26 c /-33 


c 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

“My favorite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 




Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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1 Crossword across 

1 Spill the beans 

33 “West Side Story” gang 

5 Foundation 

34 Compass dir. 

8 Military hat 

35 Haw’s partner 

12 Volcanic outflow 

36 — willow 

13 Listening device 

37 Hollywood audition 

14 The yoke’s on them 

40 Small pie 

15 Leave out 

41 Fungal growth 

16 Actress McClanahan 

45 Anything but that 

17 Ollie’s pal 

47 Little devil 

18 Hole 

49 Met melody 

20 “The Lion King” villain 

50 Not the whole amount 

22 Stenciling process 

51 Perched 

26 Struck 

52 — a soul 

29 Started the trick 

53 Banana castoff 

30 Chinese chairman 

54 Take a whack at 

31 Possess 

55 Coloring agents 

32 Accomplished 



Crossword down 


1 United nations 

19 Dead heat 

peninsula 

2 Tibetan priest 

21 Sent 

35 Part of H.R.H. 

3 Tel follower 

duplicates of e- 

36 Omega preced- 

4 Soft, sheer fab¬ 

mail 

er 

ric 

23 Austrian 

38 Art support 

5 Emerald, for 

painter Gustav 

39 Void 

one 

24 Dines on 

42 Wagon 

6 Perfume label 

25 Inquisitive 

43 Green acres 

word 

26 “— Like the 

44 Methods 

7 Clad 

Wind” 

45 Recipe meas. 

8 Noted 

27 Not fern. 

46 

Cleveland QB 

28 It follows 19- 

Weeding tool 

Bemie 

Down 

48 Scratch the 

9 Radical degrees 

32 He looks down 

surface 

10 Pod occupant 

in the mouth 


11 Hostel 

33 North Sea 



PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 
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Take Five 



Chili Steak with Texas 
Toasts 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tsp (10 mL) ground cumin 
11/2 tsp (7 mL) chili powder 
3/4 tsp (4 mL) oregano 

3/4 tsp (4 mL) salt 
1/2 tsp (2 mL) black pepper 
2/3 cup (150 mL) spicy 
vegetable juice 

3 tbsp (45 mL) fresh lime juice 
2 cups (500 mL) frozen corn, 
thawed 

2 scallions, thinly sliced 
1 small red bell pepper, seeded 
and diced 

12 oz (375 g) well-trimmed 
flank steak 
1 loaf (8 oz/250 g) 

Italian bread, halved horizon¬ 
tally, then halved crosswise 
1 garlic clove, peeled and 
halved 

METHOD: 

1 . Stir together cumin, chili 
powder, oregano, salt and 
black pepper in small bowl. 
Place vegetable juice and 
lime juice in measuring cup. 
Measure out 2 1/2 tsp (12 
mL) spice mixture and stir 
into vegetable-lime juice 
mixture. 

2 . Combine corn, scallions, 
red pepper and 1/2 cup (125 
mL) of vegetable-lime juice 


mixture in medium bowl. 
Stir to combine. Refrigerate 
until serving time. 

3 . Preheat broiler. Rub 
remaining 1 tbsp (15 mL) 
spice mixture onto both 
sides of steak. Broil flank 
steak 4 inches (10 cm) from 
heat until medium, about 4 
minutes per side. Remove 
steak but leave broiler on. 
Let steak stand 10 minutes 
before thinly 

slicing across the grain, on 
the diagonal. 

4 . Meanwhile, broil bread, 
cut-side up, until lightly 
toasted, about 30 seconds. 
Rub bread on toasted side 
with cut garlic. Brush toast¬ 
ed side with remaining 
tomato-lime juice mixture 
and broil until lightly 
browned, about 1 minute. 
Serve steak with corn relish 
and toasts. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 



Think carefully about a wacky 
remark. Confhsion can result 
from feeling passionate. A 
grand gesture shows a deep un¬ 
derstanding of the truth. 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


Something has finally been fin¬ 
ished. You’ll want to spill the 
beans about the facts. A safe 
bet is best for super benefits. 




GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 

Good things come to those 
who research well. An under¬ 
dog finds the key to success. An 
irritating expert ignores your 
feelings. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



An ally will object to a lack of 
discipline. An expert’s insight 
will be rationalized. Demand¬ 
ing respect could cause a prob¬ 
lem. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


Denial is an issue for someone 
with a bad condition. Don’t 
dwell on making last-minute 
plans. A disgruntled relative 
will complain. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


A daft girl will say some flip¬ 
pant things. A friend is secre¬ 
tive about misbehaving. You’ll 
thrive after moving ahead in 
love. 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

Don’t give anyone an excuse to 
offer you a treat. Amazing in¬ 
formation will take on greater 
significance. You can admit 
that you were wrong. 


SCORPI ° 6T) 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Don’t gasp at what happened 
in the past. Say nice things 
about someone’s habits. A con¬ 
fidante will give a pep talk. 


SAGITTARIUS /Ql 

NOV 23-DEC 21 V*/ 

Don’t despair about a bad state 
of affairs. All freethinkers will 
resist oppression. A tiny tyrant 
will steer clear of the truth. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

Don’t give orders to a returning 
friend. Significant memories 
will be unreliably reported. 
Grimy surroundings are the re¬ 
sult of chaos. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Try to make a move without de¬ 
lay. You can find a way to break 
loose. Be more dynamic and 
less sceptical. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Opinionated conversations can 
cause you to shiver with dread. 
Family secrets cause distress. A 
practical person witnesses a ca¬ 
tastrophe. 


TELL METRO READERS 

WHAT YOU THINK 

«tuwuuvjimm 

Whether you agree or disagree about anything 
you've read in Metro, we want to know. 

Send us your views and pick up Metro daily 
to find out what other Metro readers are saying. 

Email your letters to 

edmontonletters@metronews.ca 


metr© 

Do it daily. 


This day in history 

DEC. 18,1642: Abel Tasman becomes first European to land in 
New Zealand. 

DEC. 18,1777: The United States celebrates its first Thanksgiving, 
celebrating the recent victory by the Americans over General John 
Burgoyne in the Battle of Saratoga in October. 

DEC. 18,1932: The Chicago Bears defeat the Portsmouth Spartans 
9-0 in the first ever NFL Championship Game. Due to a blizzard, 
the game was moved from Wrigley Field to the Chicago Stadium. 
DEC. 18,1996: The Oakland, California school board passes a reso¬ 
lution officially declaring "Ebonics" a language or dialect. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



/Cross over JourneyV 
'Rings set in 14kt White or 
fellow Gold, .25 - l.OOcttw 


Journey Pendant 
& Earrings Set in 14kt 
White Gold, .50 - .75cttw 

\!799 599 L 


^ s a Q)la/noru/ 

< ^ewe//er& 


11248 - 170 STREET I PH: 780.484.6342 
TOLL FREE: 1.800.896.4385 
More great gift ideas at: 

WWW.INDEPENDENTJEWELLERS.NET 

























































































































































































































Mistletoe or not, with 
deals this good, you’ll 
want to kiss somebody 

For a limited time, get three amazing offers in one great sale. 


Visit a Bell store • 1 888 4-MOBILE • bell.ca 


50 


%OFF 

select 

smartphones 1 


+ 50 


%OFF 

rate plans for 
3 months 1 


+•50 


accessories 

credit 2 






3G BlackBerry® Curve™ 

8330 smartphone 

3G Samsung Instinct™ 

Samsung Cleo™ 

LG Rumour™ 

$ z| 9 95 

$4995 

LO 

O 

$ o 

with a $45 voice 

with a $100 Fun bundle 

on a 3-yr. term 1 

on a 3-yr. term 1 

and data plan on 
a 3-yr. term 3 
($549.95 no term) 

discount on a 3-yr. term 4 
($399.95 no term) 

($274.95 no term) 

($249.95 no term) 


shopping 
just got 
better 


Available at the following 
Bell stores: 

BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

509 - 2nd Street, S.W. 

1002 17th Ave.S.W. 

1905 Centre Street 
4801 Westwinds Dr. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E 
10603 107th Ave. 

Beacon Hill Center 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deer Valley Shopping 
Centre 

Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 
Forest Lawn Shopping 
Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall -kiosk 
North Hill Shopping Centre 
-kiosk 

Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall -Kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping 
Centre 

South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANM0RE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud & 17th St. 
6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St. 

10157-101 St. 

10603 107th Ave. 

11150 149th St. 

17551 100th Ave. 

12804 82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
18563 Stony Plain Rd 
Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Chartwell Shopping Centre 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre 
kiosk II 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Northgate Centre kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall -kiosk 
St. Albert Centre 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 
West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 
EDSON 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping 
Centre 

GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
LEDUC 

4916 50th Ave. 

LETHBRIDGE 
Lethbridge Smartcenters 
Park Place Shopping 
Centre 

LL0YDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping 
Centre 

Parkland Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
WHITECOURT 
3301 37 Ave 



Also available at these retailers: 


CALGARY 
Connect All 


LETHBRIDGE 
Protek Communications 


Costco 1 booth WIRELESS etc... ((WIRELESSWRVE)) 


Offer ends December 24,2008. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas. Other monthly fees, i.e., e9-1-1 (75c), system access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation ($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) may 
apply outside your local area. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. ( 1 ) With new activation on a 3-yr. contract on a monthly voice plan. ( 2 ) With new activation on a 3-yr. contract on a monthly voice plan. 
Rebate applies on accessories before taxes in-store, on the Web or on the account otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. ( 3 ) With new activation on a monthly voice plan and a data feature with a total min. value of $45/mo. ( 4 ) With new activation on a monthly voice plan with a min. Fun 15 bundle. Rebate applies on device before 
taxes in-store, on the Web or on the account otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. You must keep the Fun bundle for 12 months after activation, otherwise a one-time data service price adjustment of $99 will be charged on your account. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, 
names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. $amsung Instinct and $amsung Cleo are trademarks of $amsung Electronics Co., Ltd., and its related entities. Rumour is a trademark of LG Electronics Inc. 















